
 
Minutes of the Holmes Chapel Partnership Committee Meeting  

 
held on Wednesday, 22nd July, 2020 

 
10.30am in Hazel’s Garden 

 
 

1. Present:  Hazel Sutcliffe, Anita Armitt, Dorothy Davidson, Richard Garton, Pat Macmaster, Teresa McFarquhar, and 
Peter Whiers  

 Apologies:  Rab Parry, Les Gilbert, Marie Bennet,  Sarah Archibald and Karley Brougham        
  
2. Finance 
  

Richard distributed an up-to-date Statement of Account.    The £8000 from Cheshire East is now in the Partnership 
account. Appendix 2 

              Richard will check where the Bridge the Gap account.    
              The budget for the Sleigh will be used to purchase printed cards to distribute on this year’s Sleigh Run. 

The Co-op funded re-print of the Walks around Holmes Chapel need not go through our accounts, as U3A will pay the 
invoice directly. 

 
 

3. Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
  

Peter has had emails from the Community Centre regarding using the field for a picnic in the middle of August.    Since 
Leisure Centres etc are only able to open from 25th July it was felt that it was too soon to be confident that it was going 
to be a safe environment to host such an event so it is very unlikely to happen.     If, however, virus restrictions  
drastically change between now and 7th August we will have a re-think. 

 

4. Christmas Market / Sleigh 
  

We will go ahead to arrange the Market for 6th December but have to be prepared to cancel it.   Although this is 
essentially an outdoor event it may not be possible to use the usual indoor spaces. 

 Stalls – At some point there needs to be a commitment for the hire of the stalls. 
There seems no reason why the Sleigh run cannot go ahead, provided we ask children to write a note to Father 
Christmas and supply a post box on the sleigh 

  
5. Library Seating   
  

Peter will nudge the Parish Council about providing seating outside the Library. It will need to go before the Village 
Infrastructure Committee 

             
6. Safe Walking and Cycling to Schools 
 

 Having been alerted to the CEC Travel to School survey Hazel tried to follow up as part of this campaign. There was 
however an impossibly short window and the surveys were only available via schools. Hazel has entered into 
correspondence with Cheshire East about this.(see latest response from Laura Crane Appendix 1)and attached 
correspondence with Gill Betton 
Following a telephone call from Ian Ross of the Knutsford Guardian, Peter has looked for the ‘School’ signs on 
Macclesfield Road which have been removed but still show on Google Maps. 
Hedges:-   The reduction of walking space on the pavements is greatly reduced as the hedges grow! This is especially 
the case on the two railway bridges.  Please capture any dangerous situations for pedestrians on your camera as you 
are out and about.    Please send these to Peter so that he may use them in evidence to both Cheshire East and 
Network Rail who own the bridges. Peter will put a ‘Safe Walking to School’ page on the Partnership Website. 
 

  
7. Local Businesses 
 

Marie had sent a letter regarding the promotion of local businesses.    Peter and Hazel have a meeting with Marie on 
27th July and Peter will report back to the Partnership. 

 Perhaps a list of all businesses specific to Holmes Chapel Parish could be in the Holmes Chapel Guide/ website 
 The Christmas Market may be a good place for all the smaller businesses to showcase themselves 
 

8. Newsletter 
 

Dorothy has reminded the interest groups featured in Spotlight on .. about entries for the August  Newsletter.   Dave 
Monks will put in an article about the upcoming Gooseberry Show.  

 

9. Co-op Grant and Maps 
 

The 3000  walking maps have now been re-printed as stated earlier. The Corona virus update notice which has been 
printed as part of the U3A  Co-op  funding suggests picking up a copy of the map from the Co-op. The Co-op now has 
a supply of these maps. 

 



10. AOB 
 
Dorothy reported on the The Community Survey. There is an article is in the Village Mag which gives the web address to the 
survey. We will also advertise in the Communioty newsletter.   Dorothy has hard copies if anyone has not access to a computer.      
 
 
The meeting closed at 12.45pm 

 
Future Meetings will be announced when needed (and the weather is appropriate!) 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 
CRANE, Laura (Councillor) 
 

24 Jul 2020, 
15:57 (19 hours 

ago) 

 
 

to me, Sam, Tina, Kathryn 

  

 

Good afternoon, 
  
Thank you for your email and I can understand the concerns that you have shared around school 
transport. 
  
The survey was organised by the schools team so unfortunately I am unable to answer the questions that 
your raise. Cllr Kathryn Flavell, copied in, is the Cabinet member with the responsibility for this area of 
the council. Hopefully she will be able to assist with your queries. 
  
With regard to the Active travel measures, there will be an announcement soon about the first tranche of 
measures that we are planning to put in place. This will be followed by another tranche of activities over 
the summer. Until these are finalised I hope that you understand that it would be wrong for me to make 
any announcements over the detail for any particular town but the appropriate Town and parish councils 
will have the information before it is made public. 
  
Kind regards 
Laura 
  
Laura Crane | Cabinet member for Highways & Waste | Cheshire East Council 
Ward Councillor for Sandbach Ettiley Heath & Wheelock 
Laura.Crane@cheshireeast.gov.uk | 07887 638801 
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