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NEWS 

HOLMES CHAPEL CHRISTMAS MARKET GOES VIRTUAL! 

Exclusively for you! The exhibits from the 2020 Gooseberry Show which like the football 

had to be held behind closed doors, so very few people had the chance to actually 

see the fruits before they were made into jam! 

Our planning for the 2020 Santa Sleigh Run is underway, but as you might expect, things will be a 

little different this year. Those of you who have lived in the village a few years may know that 

Holmes Chapel has a tradition of Santa’s Sleigh coming around the estates in the evenings during 

December. The sleigh is manned by different groups each night and a collection of money is 

made, the profits (money collected minus the maintenance cost of the sleigh) are then             

distributed to the groups who help with the sleigh. Normally, the sleigh will stop for children to 

come out and allow them to tell Santa what they would like for Christmas. 

 

This year, due to Covid restrictions we are currently planning to do the following; 

 

Santa will come around the estates on his sleigh and you are invited to cheer and clap, a bit like 

the Thursday night clap for the NHS. 

You are asked not to approach the sleigh. 

We will use the Sleigh tracker so you will be able to see where Santa is on any night. 

The sleigh will travel slowly and stop at specified locations (to be advised). 

The sleigh will not be able to accept money from the public, but you will be encouraged to     

donate through JustGiving, the profits of which will be distributed to the groups who have helped 

with the sleigh. 

 

We have still to agree a schedule for this year, but we will announce this through the Partnership 

website and our Facebook page when finalised.  

 
Peter Whiers, Project Officer 

Holmes Chapel Partnership has been staging the Christmas Market in early December since 2012 

and it has always been a great way for the community to get together: we sample the mulled 

wine and other goodies on offer and start feeling Christmassy!  
 

Sunday December 6th was supposed to be the day of our Christmas Market but Covid 19           

unfortunately put paid to the conventional version this year. We weren’t to be beaten, however 

– we have moved our Market online! Peter Whiers, Holmes Chapel Partnership’s Project Officer, 

has developed a Christmas Market on our website and dozens of stallholders have queued up to 

display their wares. Most of them are local businesses, as it was important to us that, when Covid 

restrictions have limited our lives both personally and financially, we try and support the local 

economy as much as possible.   
 

To get the virtual market up and running the Partnership has used its own funds but has also been 

generously supported by Holmes Chapel Parish Council and by Sibelco. What we need now is 

YOU! The Virtual Market is not just limited to one afternoon - from November 1st you can browse 

the stalls and find inspiration for Christmas gifts right up until 24th December. There is no lack of 

choice as we already have more than 70 stallholders offering a huge range of products.  It’s not 

too late for local businesses to get on board and become a stallholder.  Registration is open until 

15th November. 

 

The Partnership website (hcpartnership.org.uk) provides the portal to your 2020 Christmas        

shopping experience. We hope that by bringing local businesses together with local customers 

the whole community can enjoy the festive season even though it has to be different this year.  
 

So get shopping and put your money where your house is! 
 

Hazel Sutcliffe 

SANTA SLEIGH 2020 
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SPOTLIGHT ON...Social Groups 

 

JODRELL LADIES PROBUS 

This group belongs to the International Association of Retired Professional and  

Business Women. We have over 50 members and usually we meet once a month on the 

3rd Thursday of the month in the Methodist Church hall and enjoy a variety of interesting 

speakers. To give you a taste, the topics we have enjoyed go from ‘An interlude with 

Joyce Grenfell,’ to an informative talk about Dunham Massey Hall.  

 

Some meetings are informative, some very funny and some tug at our heartstrings as 

they give us information about various charities and needs. As well as theatre visits and 

meals to celebrate Presidents day and Christmas we usually enjoy a pre Christmas     

shopping trip. 
 

We along with most organisations closed in March 

and our speaker secretaries had a busy time          

cancelling booked speakers. Our next two meetings 

were to have been ‘Humour in Education’ and 

‘Sixteen in the sixties,’ very apt for our age group!  

 

Also bookings had been made for meetings after our 

AGM which should have taken place in April.  

 

We do hope to rebook all these for 2021. As we were 

not able to hold our AGM the present committee is in 

stasis and we hope to reconvene with new,              

enthusiastic volunteers in 2021.  
 

 

Is it too optimistic to hope for our AGM in April 2021? Who knows but we will keep our 

hopes up and  meanwhile we keep in contact by occasional emails and anecdotes,   

not forgetting those members who are not on email who receive their contact via the 

post or hand delivery. 

 

 
We are a friendly and lively 

group and new members are 

most welcome.  

 

Contact – Julia Tomes,       

President. 01606 738478 

julia.tomes51@hotmail.co.uk  

  

(Above) enjoying afternoon 

tea and (right) enjoying 

Christmas dinner. 

mailto:julia.tomes51@hotmail.co.uk
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 SPOTLIGHT ON… Social Groups 

HOLMES CHAPEL WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

 

HCWI has its own website at 

www.holmeschapelwi@weebly.com.   

Enquiries can be made online or via the 

President on 01477 533762 or the 

Secretary on 01477 537989.  

In March 2020 Holmes Chapel Women’s Institute (HCWI) reached the age of 90.  It is 

linked to the Cheshire Federation of WIs which is 100 years old and affiliated to the   

National Federation of WIs that was founded in 1915.  The Women’s Institute originated 

in Canada in 1897.  The strong purpose of the WI has ensured for its members social, 

cultural and sporting activities as well as the ability to identify and make                                

representations about issues affecting their communities. 
 

HCWI usually meets at 7.30 pm on the fourth Tuesday of every month at St Luke’s 

Church Hall in the village though meetings are currently on hold because of the     

Coronavirus.  Its meetings deal with business issues, are addressed by speakers and     

involve competitions, refreshments and fellowship.  At the May meeting members 

agree the resolutions they want to be taken to the national Annual Meeting for it to 

vote upon and then action.  HCWI holds its AM in November whilst in December        

celebrate with a Christmas party.  Some of the activities HCWI are involved in are darts, 

bowls, Craft & Natter and a Luncheon Club.  It supports the Cheshire Federation’s    

participation at the Cheshire Show and the 

quarterly meetings of the Dane Valley Group 

of local WIs and its annual Carol Service.  

HCWI participates in the Village Fair and     

supports many other local organisations’ 

events and activities.  
 

New members are always welcome and      

potential members can attend up to three 

meetings as a visitor. Unfortunately, we can’t 

hold physical meetings at the moment, but 

we’re still involving our members by              

embracing technology and holding virtual 

meetings on Zoom with quizzes, bingo and 

other games to keep them entertained.  

Please see the exciting offer on 

now for new members. 

 Our Segway adventure at Glebe Farm 

Our stall at the Village Fair 

http://www.holmeschapelwi@weebly.com
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 SPOTLIGHT ON… Social Groups 

Not a member?  NWR could be for you! 

 

We are a group of lively minded women who in normal times meet fortnightly in         

members homes to discuss various topics of interest.   We also enjoy the occasional visit 

to the theatre and an evening meal. Outside speakers can also present on their chosen 

subject, followed by a group discussion.  

 

We are far from dull and enjoy a good laugh.  Members organise a three term               

programme commencing in September for autumn, January for spring and April for     

summer. 

 

Apart from yourself you only need to bring a mug for refreshment and in summer and 

Christmas a drinks glass and a food contribution, savoury or sweet, for the table. 

 

Currently we are operating via Zoom which is working well, but we hope to revert to     

normal socialising when conditions allow. 

Membership is open to retired professional and business men and new 

members would be welcome.  
 

This article describes the operation of the Club in normal circumstances. 

However, we are not able to hold our regular meetings at the moment due to the virus, 

but we will start again as soon as restrictions are removed. 
 

The Club was formed in 1985. It is very active and currently has over 40 members. It 

meets on the first Tuesday of every month, at 2.00 pm in the Methodist Church Hall, for 

about two hours. Members socialise and listen to a visiting speaker. The talks cover a 

vast range of subjects. There is always a break for tea or coffee when members mingle 

and chat. As an option some members meet for lunch in the George and Dragon  

before the meeting. 
 

The Club also has a very active crown-green bowls group which plays every week.  

Summer bowls are on the green at Cranage, in winter they move indoors to the  

Congleton Leisure Centre. Twice each year a visit is arranged to the bowls centre in 

Prestatyn.  Members are able to participate in a friendly game of golf each week at 

Woodside in combination with other local Probus Clubs. Visits to places of interest are 

arranged occasionally during the year.  An annual lunch is arranged for members and 

their wives or partners early in the New Year. 
 

If you think you would enjoy the opportunity to make new friends, or would like more  

information, ring Roy Foden on 01477 535924 or speak to any existing member you may 

know. 

HOLMES CHAPEL & DISTRICT MEN’S PROBUS CLUB 

  
NATIONAL WOMEN’S REGISTER (NWR) 

Celebrates it’s 60th Anniversary this year 
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 SPOTLIGHT ON… Social Groups 

HOLMES CHAPEL & DISTRICT 41 CLUB 

 

The 41 Club Association was formed in 1945 to provide a way          

for members of Round Table to continue their friendships after            

retirement from Round Table at the then obligatory age of 40.           

The full name is "The Association of Ex-Round Tablers’ Clubs" and it 

forms part of "The Round Table Family". 

 

Round Table was founded in March 1927 by Louis Marchesi. Marchesi was a young   

Rotarian in Norwich who became aware of the lack of opportunities for the young 

businessmen of the day to meet and prepare themselves for their responsibilities as   

senior businessmen in later years. 

 

He found himself surrounded by older men, so he started a club for younger men with 

a maximum age of 40 to give them the right environment to develop their professional 

and civic skills while assisting the local community, the nation and later the world as a 

whole. 

 

Round Table was formed after being inspired by a speech by the then Prince of Wales 

who said “The young business and professional men of this country must get together 

round the table, adopt methods that have proved so sound in the past, adapt them to 

the changing needs of the times and, wherever possible, improve them." Since that 

time Round Table has used the motto "Adopt - Adapt - Improve". 

 

Originally once a Round Tabler reached 40 years of age he would retire from Round 

Table and would then become eligible to join 41 Club. In 1998 Round Table changed 

their retirement age to 45. 

 

Holmes Chapel & District 41 Club currently has 18 members, with their youngest        

member turning 60 this month. We meet on the last Thursday of the month for a meal 

usually at a local pub.  

 

Our last meeting this year was a wine tasting in February 2020, were we teamed up 

with our sister club Tangent. 

 

For further information please contact our Secretary Peter Whiers at                                  

Peterwhiers@icloud.com  
 

 

mailto:Peterwhiers@icloud.com
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 SPOTLIGHT ON… Social Groups 

Holmes Chapel and District Tangent is an organisation for       

women, mainly over the age of 45, who have been in Ladies     

Circle, Tangent, or who has a Partner in 41 Club. 

HOLMES CHAPEL & DISTRICT TANGENT 

We focus on making friends and enjoy lots of activities such as eating out, theatre trips, 

walks and speaker meetings. We also sometimes try to do things which may be outside 

of our own comfort zones such as making pottery and even abseiling.  We also try to   

support local causes through fundraising events.  One such event is helping out with    

Santa’s sleigh run. 

 

We are part of the National Association of Tangent Clubs and are closely affiliated with 

Ladies Circle, Round Table and 41 Club.  We would welcome any lady from the area 

who has previously been in Ladies Circle or Tangent, or who has a Partner in 41 Club. 

 

For further information please contact our Secretary Philippa Whiers at                               

hctangent@gmail.com  

  
MORE TO LIFE 

As a group of women in our middle years, neither young nor 

old, often sandwiched between young adult children and      

elderly parents, we meet in normal times once a month on a 

Monday evening in the Methodist Church Hall.  

 

Our title came about because of our wish to provide a          

supportive and caring group that search to find ‘more to life 

than this.’ We come from many faith backgrounds and some 

from no faith but we all search for something of the divine in 

the everyday.  

We explore many different topics, here is a taster of some we have done in the past - 

‘having a go’ at card making,  a talk by the chair of the Parish council about Holmes 

Chapel matters, hearing about the Sycamore project for restorative justice from a prison 

visitor, learning about the Chinese tea ceremony, a talk by a pilot and air traffic          

controller, aromatherapy talk and demonstration, reflexology talk and demonstration. 

 

Cancelled plans, to be re visited once we can meet again are – talk by an expert on 

adult social care, demonstration and ‘have a go’ at calligraphy, planting hanging      

baskets and an evening of circle dancing, a form of gentle, spiritual dancing.  

Much laughter and fun go on over our attempts at crafts and as we enjoy our                

refreshments, tea, coffee and ‘posh’ biscuits and we all go home reassured that there is 

indeed more to life than this. 

 

The friendships formed and cemented have helped us all to weather this difficult time 

and we look forward to when we can meet again. We would love to welcome any      

ladies who are interested to join us. 

Contact – Julia Tomes 01606 738478   julia.tomes51@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:hctangent@gmail.com
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 NEWS 

The Piano moving team in action 

Every year, the Parish Council runs a best front garden competition in Holmes Chapel. 

Councillors Michael Street and Patricia Cotton took time to tour the village admiring the 

front gardens of residents. They were very impressed by the quality of gardens on         

display, which have given even more joy this year to gardeners and garden lovers alike 

during lockdown . There were many worthy contestants but unfortunately there are only 

two prizes - Front Garden Competition Winner and Dane Housing Bungalow Competition 

Winner - so hard decisions had to be taken!  

Posing here for a socially 

distanced photograph 

with the two judges in 

their garden are the  
Front Garden                

Competition Winners:  

Jim and Chris Salter who 

live on Ravenscroft.  

The Dane Housing         

Bungalow prize went to 

Mrs Gobbet of Picton 

Square for her  

attractive bird-friendly 

front garden. 

THE BEST FRONT GARDENS OF 2020 
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 NEWS 

Due to the current situation with coronavirus, Holmes Chapel Parish 

Council is disappointed to have to cancel the usual                       

Remembrance Sunday Parade.  

 

There will be a wreath laying ceremony by the War Memorial in the 

churchyard but, in order to ensure that social distancing can be 

safely observed, this will be by invitation only. 

 

We would encourage residents to ‘Remember from Home’ and 

observe a 2 minute silence at 11am to reflect on the sacrifice 

made by so many in wars past and present. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - 8th NOVEMBER 2020 

  

When? 03/11/2020 to 08/11/2020  

 

Where? Bridge Lane Goostrey Between A535 & Blackden Lane 

(Carriageway)  

 

Who? CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 

 

Why? Carriageway patching and verge strengthening works 08:00-16:00. 

NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE 

The British Legion has listed different ways you can mark Remembrance Sunday.  

 

Please click this link to access their website: 

 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance  

  

You can also leave a virtual tribute in a 'Virtual Field of Remembrance': 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/remember-a-loved-one/

virtual-fields-of-remembrance” 

Speeding! 
In the October issue we identified speeding as an issue. This aggravates the situation with 

our narrow pavements and roads which are inadequate for the size and number of       

vehicles that use them – especially over the railway bridges. Liz Alcock who has been 

campaigning for a Safe Walking Route to Hermitage Primary School from Saltersford   

Gardens would like to get together a Speedwatch group to monitor the speed of traffic 

along Macclesfield Road. If you can spare an hour or so a week to help her out with this, 

we can collect evidence to present to Cheshire East Highways who maintain that there 

are no issues with speeding. Please contact Liz on 07946133923. 

  
SAFE WALKING ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/remember-a-loved-one/virtual-fields-of-remembrance
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/remember-a-loved-one/virtual-fields-of-remembrance
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Walking from Cottons estate to the Comprehensive School 
 

HC Partnership received an email from Sam Lawrence who lives on the 

Cottons Estate 

 

Hello 

 

I am writing to voice my concern that someone is going to be killed or very seriously    

injured on the Middlewich Road crossing from The Cottons estate. 
 

We have only lived here for a year and yet I have seen four near misses. My daughter 

walks to HCCS and I feel she is at risk because of cars speeding, failing to stop, and 

showing a blatant disregard for safety either accelerating to/from the M6. The crossing 

is in 40 zone and once children have crossed, they have no option to continue down 

the busy main road (at rush hour it is a death trap with huge lorries and cars) before 

they can get off the road.  

 NEWS 

SAFE WALKING ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

A cut through could very easily be created through the hedge on Middlewich road 

straight onto the Lakes estate. There is a natural gap already and it links perfectly to the 

end of a footpath already created. People are using this unofficial gap anyway which is 

going to cause damage. This cut through would mean students could get straight off 

the main road - at present they have to turn left or right again facing traffic and when 

the dark mornings and nights hit, along with their BLACK uniform....I dread to think how 

easily an accident could happen. 

The cut through option is also very feasible given there are multiple cut throughs from 

the Lakes estate already - it makes no sense to leave us out. 

The red dashed line is the new route the children could take if a cut through was done 

through the hedge. There is already a footpath which runs adjacent to the main road 

but is obviously without the threat of busy traffic as it is behind the trees and a fence.   

This would then join up with the current cut-through from Ingleton Close, or the children 

could walk down Lingmell Gardens. 

Red is the crossing 

 

Blue is the walk the children have 

to take along the busy main road 

with a 40mph limit - many drivers 

are way over this. The school    

uniform is black and with dark           

evenings / mornings it feels        

really dangerous. 
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 NEWS 

Sam also addressed her email to the Parish Council. The Clerk replied as follows 
 

The Parish Council has asked Cheshire East to look at whether anything more can be 

done for Middlewich Road in terms of gateway signage to encourage drivers to slow 

down. They are commissioning a feasibility study, which will hopefully be completed by 

December. I also raised concerns about traffic going through red lights of the pedestrian 

crossing with the PCSO to ask if there is anything further they can do. Although it won’t 

impact the 40mph zone outside the Cottons, I have requested the PCSO does some 

speed checks in the 30mph zone. 

  

You might be interested to read the Transport and Traffic Report the Parish Council      

produced in 2019, which was presented to the MP, senior officers in Cheshire East and 

the former leader of the Council. We are pushing Cheshire East for some action on the 

many points we raise in this report. You can view it on our website:                            

https://www.holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk/task-groups  It is in the folder ‘Strategic 

Planning Task Group Reports’. 

A Complaint 
 

In the last issue of the Community Newsletter the situation of the  footpath/cycleway  

between the Cottons Estate and Ravenscroft was mentioned: 
 

According to the original plans presented in the public consultation there was meant to 

be a footpath linking the Cottons estate with Ravenscroft. Why was this never built? The 

residents of Ravenscroft (our CEC Ward Councillor included), when surveyed, were not 

keen on this link but surely they need to think beyond their own personal interest and be 

more community minded? 
 

The Councillor referred to in the article responded as follows: 

Hazel 

  

Having read your ill-informed personal attack on me in the October Newsletter, I         

suggest that it would be appropriate for you to seek alternative Cheshire East              

representation on the Partnership Committee. 

  

The footpath link from the Cottons to Ravenscroft which you are seeking is not             

deliverable without the co-operation of Persimmon which has not been forthcoming. 

  

The possible access to an unmade and unlit track is in the wrong place on the Cottons 

estate and, so far as I am aware, there is no public right of way over the track.  I am     

actively pursuing a more practicable solution for the residents of the Cottons. 
  

I ask that you publish my response in the next edition of the Newsletter. 

  

Les 

As Les Gilbert is no longer communicating with the Partnership, would you please                   

enquire of him directly to find out what progress he is making with “a more practicable           

solution for the residents of the Cottons”? His email address is les.gilbert@cheshireeast.gov.uk 
 

Hazel Sutcliffe 

https://www.holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk/task-groups
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 NEWS 

This year Dave Monks and John Clowes plan  

to bow out from their organising roles within 

the Village Volunteers. It is over 20 years 

since the group was set up on the initiative 

of the Parish Council and during all that time 

John and Dave have sourced attractive 

plants, organised the volunteer gardeners 

and litter pickers and done more than their 

fair share of digging, planting and weeding.  
 

It is largely because of their efforts that the 

centre of Holmes Chapel has such colourful 

and interesting flower beds: near Barclays 

Bank is a fine group of hydrangea called    

Annabelle which put on a brilliant show of  

white flowers each summer. In the recently planted Sensory Garden near the Fire Station 

is a plant called mellianthus major which has large frilly green leaves, another shrub 

called the sweet pepper bush and a tree called the paper bark maple. On the wall near 

the carpet shop is the Moroccan Broom which smells of pineapples.  
 

John and Dave feel that now is the 

time to pass over to younger hands 

to continue keeping the village in top 

form and would like to thank the 

three volunteers who have stepped 

forward to keep the group active. 

Naomi Sumpter is going to be the  

gardening co-ordinator and link with 

the Parish Council whilst Graham  

Povey will look after communicating 

with members and publicity for the 

group. Alison Wright is keen to         

encourage younger members and 

will be creating a group of children 

and parents willing to help.  John 

and Dave will hopefully be around for some time to give help and advice but Naomi 

and Graham are long standing members of the team and we wish them every success 

in their new roles. 

 

The group are always looking for new helpers both to garden and to litter pick. No       

particular skill is required but if you can spare just an occasional hour it will help keep the 

village looking special. Just contact the Parish Council office (01477 533934 or 

clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk) for more information. They meet on a          

Sunday morning 10 to 12 once each month – usually the second Sunday in the month.  

Also in the summer on the fourth Monday of the month in the evening from 6 to 7 pm. 

The full programme is available on the Parish Council web site. 

VOLUNTEERS HAVE STEPPED FORWARD TO HEAD UP THE  

VILLAGE VOLUNTEERS! 

 

 

mailto:clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
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 NEWS 
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 NEWS  

Have you heard of the Turing Trust? I hadn’t until I met 

Shanti Bhardwa who lives on Westway.  

THE TURING TRUST 

Shanti asked the Partnership for some advice on planting bulbs to make the island at 

the Sutton Oaks end of Westway more attractive – he paid for the bulbs and I helped 

him plant them (pictures in a Spring edition of the Newsletter when we hope that the 

bulbs have become daffodils and crocuses!) We got chatting about his involvement 

with the Turing Trust which began when he was working in Technology at Radbroke 

Hall. 

 

The Turing Trust (see https://turingtrust.co.uk/ for full details) supports education in        

sub-Saharan Africa by re-using computers and improving teacher training using ICT. 

They also provide skills development in the UK and their aim is to provide a more          

inclusive digital future. They have so far re-used 5,700 PCs which has meant helping 

55,000 students get a digital education and at the same time has greatly reduced         

e-waste.  

 

The solutions provided by Turing Trust using Open Source software ( i.e. free to use and 

distribute) are also relevant for students in UK who are facing a tough time  during the 

Covid-19 lock-downs.  

 

If you are interested in receiving open source educational software for your school or 

learning at home or re-cycling computer equipment then please contact Shanti. His 

email address is shanti@turingtrust.co.uk. 

 

Hazel Sutcliffe 

HCP Chair 

  
HOLMES CHAPEL CHURCHES TOGETHER 

CHRISTMAS CARD 

Look out for our Christmas Card this year. It will be the 27th year that we have delivered                    

the card to every house in the village. 

 

In previous years Churches Together volunteers have hand delivered the cards, but      

because of the Covid restrictions, this year it will be delivered with the Village Magazine 

at the end of November. 

about:blank
about:blank
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NEWS 

During this terrible year there have been few rays of 

sunshine. One of them has to be the opportunity to 

walk amongst beautiful trees and pick fresh local 

fruit. There have been many times, when down in 

the Dane Meadow, that we have seen people 

strolling through the orchard and just enjoying the 

trees, looking at the growing fruit in anticipation of 

the tastes to come. 
 

In 2013 Home Grown in Holmes Chapel started to 

look for sites where they could plant fruit trees for the 

community. Some areas initially chosen were    

abandoned because of local opposition to the idea 

of dwarf fruit trees. We were so grateful when the 

Partnership and the Comprehensive School said we 

could plant some trees in their areas. Five fruit trees 

were planted at the Comprehensive, whilst the     

majority of the trees were planted in the Dane 

Meadow.  
 

It was important to choose varieties that would do well in this area. So we chose dwarf 

rooting stock MM106 and varieties including Kidds Orange, Russet, Bramleys, and          

Discovery. We are also lucky to have two special Burr apple trees. Home Grown also 

planted several Conference pears, some Victoria plums and also two Cheshire        

damsons. There is an old saying that you plant pears for your children and damsons for 

your grandchildren. 
 

Keeping the paths walkable was always an on going challenge. Initially we used a    

petrol strimmer but these are noisy, smelly and temperamental. So, in 2019, Home 

Grown bought their own battery operated Husqvarna strimmer. It was an expensive 

buy but the great advantage is it’s quiet, lighter in weight and the battery charge lasts 

for over an hour. Now the girls can have a go at playing with the big tools. As a result, 

we have been able to strim the paths every few weeks making the whole orchard 

much more accessible to everyone. 
 

Each of the trees has a plaque which states the type of fruit tree it is. Some people paid 

for a tree in the name of loved ones and so some plaques have a name on them. We 

are hoping to update these plaques next year, adding the picking dates for the fruit. 
 

The fruit trees this year have produced a great crop. Remember that you pick apples 

and pears in this area from the middle of September. Some people have commented 

about the fruit dropping in June. This is normal and is called the June drop. Do not be 

tempted to eat this unripe fruit. All you will get is a bad stomach ache.  
 

In the coming season we are going to plant four more apple trees. The planting area 

has already been cleared and we should be purchasing the bare rooted trees in       

November. So in another few years there will be more fruit for the community to pick 

and turn into pies, crumbles, cakes, jams and chutneys. 

HOME GROWN ORCHARD IN THE DANE MEADOW 
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27th July 2020 

 NEWS 

After recently piquing your interest….! 

 

After piquing your interest recently about the Wayfarer ticket I think it is time to to look at 

some other special tickets you can buy from Holmes Chapel Railway Station.  Because 

of the Pandemic, some of these destinations may be out of bounds at the moment but I 

thought you might like to squirrel away the idea of these tickets for the future… 

 

We will start with the Cheshire Day Ranger ticket. Good value at  £25.20 (or £16.65 with 

Rail Card discount) Unlike the Wayfarer this ticket is valid from 9 am in the morning      

Monday to Friday and all day Saturday and Sunday. It is a train-only ticket (compared 

with the Wayfarer which includes trains and trams) and covers much of the Wayfarer    

area but includes Chester, Nantwich, Whitchurch, Stoke-on-Trent, Warrington, Liverpool, 

Runcorn, Wirral, Ellesmere Port and not forgetting Crewe. 

 

There is also a West Midlands Day Ranger available from Crewe:-  adult: £28.00, adult    

16-17 saver: £14.00 child: £14.00  family: £56.20 railcards: £18.50. Family means up to 2 

adults and up to 4 children. 

 

Unlimited off-peak travel for one day centred around Birmingham. It extends from 

Crewe and Stoke-on-Trent in the north to Northampton, Stratford-upon-Avon, Worcester 

and Leamington Spa in the south and as far west as Gobowen and Hereford and is 

bounded in the east by the Trent Valley. 

 

Travel is allowed to Shrewsbury, Hereford, Worcester, Stratford-upon Avon, Leamington 

Spa, Northampton, Nuneaton, Tamworth, Lichfield, Rugeley, Stafford, Stoke-on-Trent and 

Crewe. It also allows you to travel along the West Coast Main Line between Crewe and 

Rugby and the branches to Stourbridge and Redditch. (Note that travel between Crewe 

and Shrewsbury or between Shrewsbury and Hereford is not permitted on direct 

Transport for Wales services). 

 

Graham, the Station Master at Holmes Chapel, would be very pleased to sell you either 

of these tickets but note that the West Midlands Day Ranger does not include travel 

from Holmes Chapel to Crewe, which would require an additional fare.  

HOLMES CHAPEL RAILWAY CORNER 

Next time I will tell you about the 

Coast & Peaks Flexi Rover.          

Unlimited travel for 4 days out of 8! 

 

But before finishing, now is a lovely 

time of the year to visit the        

wonderful Quarry Bank Mill, Styal 

(built in 1784), its grounds and    

gardens and riverside walks.     

Hourly trains there and back - just 

18 minutes one way!  Styal Railway 

Station close by. 

Quarry Bank Mill, Styal  
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As always check before you travel: nationalrail.co.uk - if you have a smartphone, their 

app is first rate. 

 

And finally two more images of a recent trip to Quarry Bank Mill and grounds, Styal on 

the 21st October 2020  (https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk) are shown below. I don’t want 

to make you envious but we purchased all our Christmas Cards in the National Trust Shop 

at the Mill! 

Tony Wright and Geoffrey Males  

http://nationalrail.co.uk
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk


18 

27th July 2020 

 NEWS 



19 

 NEWS 

Join in the fun at 

Christmas with the 

Holmes Chapel 

Community  

Christmas - Lights Up! 

 
Residents & Businesses 

across the  

Dane Sound area of  

Holmes Chapel  

Goostrey &  

Cranage  

are all welcome to  

Join in the fun! 

 

27th November  

To 

January 2021 

 

‘Light’s Up’ 

 for bright &  

cheerful villages 

 
 

www.danesound.com 

TO JOIN IN: 
 

Register with the event on Facebook - ‘Holmes Chapel Community Christmas-Lights Up!’ 

or email  contact@danesound.com 
 

Complete the online form, return with your contact details including your address. 
 

Send across a photo of your display or let us know it is active so we can add it to our   

gallery. 

  

Then the fun begins - "Santa’s Little Helpers" along with their families can find the displays 

using the google map. 

 

A fun, contactless, safe and free event for all our community! 

DANE SOUND COMMUNITY RADIO 

mailto:contact@danesound.com

