
 
 

Minutes of the Holmes Chapel Partnership Committee Meeting  
 

held on Wednesday, 26th June, 2019 
 

7.00p.m. in the Goostrey Lounge at the Methodist Church 
 
 

1. Present:  Hazel Sutcliffe, Anita Armit, Dorothy Davidson, Phil Hargreaves, Teresa McFarquhar, Pat Macmaster, 
Rab Parry, Jade Stone and Peter Whiers         

 
Apologies received:    Michelle Boath, Les Gilbert , Alison Wright 
 
Hazel welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular Jade Stone from Everybody Trust.   
 
2. Previous Minutes/Actions Arising 
    
 All items had been actioned 
 
 
3. Updates from Committee Members 
 

Les – Cheshire East – in his absence had sent in his memo to say that after the recent elections new 
Committees were being populated at present and not much will happen until September. 

 
 Phil – Finance – Phil had already sent out his report.(see appendix 3)  There were one or two queries: 

• £500 towards the 5 Towns Trail is still in our account. Hazel to notify Sue Brereton  
• £3124  under  Dementia Action is the money raised during dementia Action week. Phil gave Dorothy a cheque 

to send to the Alzheimer’s Society. 
• Bridge the Gap – there is budget, income and expenditure in the accounts but the relationship between Bridge 

the Gap and the Partnership needs to be clarified. 
 

 Dorothy – Events    
Christmas Market   

• The costs for a stall at the Christmas Market will remain the same i.e £20.00 and £15.00 for a Charity stall.    
Invitations for the stalls will be sent out in July. 

 
Dementia     

• Dorothy has a meeting with Val Burlison of CEC/Connected Communities on 1st July and also with Liz 
Chesters the PCSO to show her the Bracelet which was shown to us at the AGM.    

•  29 Holmes Chapel Guides are Friends of Dementia and Dorothy has a meeting  for the staff at Hermitage 
School on 27th June. 

• Memory Café   The visit to Hazel’s garden on 29th May was a huge success and we look forward to visiting 
another garden on 31st July. 

 
Bridge the Gap  
Dorothy attended their recent meeting where they discussed having a Family Fun Day. 

 
 Rab – Parish Council   

• The Committees are being re-populated after the Parish Council election and there is a desire to re-
structure the system. 

• No new information on the next round of the New Homes Bonus.  The PC hope to receive some 
monies from the second round.. 

• Youth Council – which is a sub-committee of the Parish Council - have had a meeting at which they 
produced a wish list including things such as a Plastic-Free Village etc.    They have also been 
involved in trying to locate a suitable site for a Youth Shelter.(see PO report) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4. Project Officer 

Peter had already circulated his report. See Appendix 2 
 
 
5. 5 Towns Forum 
 

• Dan Coyne of CEC explained the re-structuring of Connected Communities. The NHS Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) is funding 8 posts in Cheshire East to promote social prescribing. They have recognized there is 
a potential for Community groups to help out people who do not qualify for care from Social Services but visit 
the GP with problems that are not necessarily medical. GP’s to sit on committees with local area co-
ordinators. 

• There was a suggestion that £250.00 could be on offer to any individual who can come up with a plan to 
enhance the community, There is also a pot of £10,000 which organizations can bid for and it will be allowed 
to pay for services from this budget.  Dan Coyne has said that this will not be ratified until September ( The 
Salinae Centre in Middlewich, used for Day Care for Holmes Chapel people living with Dementia and 
Christian Communicare are struggling to transport these people 3 times per week – perhaps some money 
could be used for this very worthwhile cause) 

      
 Town Trail 

Hazel referred to the map on the wall – the first proof. It has been financed by contributions from the 
Partnerships and a £10,000 grant from the New Homes Bonus.    The committee is hoping to make some use 
of the map in the future for an event  eg sponsored walk. 

 
6. Village Fair – Sunday 7th July 
 

• Hazel having consulted on the colour (preference for green) will purchase a new gazebo which will 
have our name printed on it. She will also purchase leg weights. It is hoped to have it in time for July 
7th 

• Pat will order burgundy pens with the inscription :-  HOLMES CHAPEL PARTNERSHIP 
  www.hcpartnership.org.uk Pens to be used as publicity 

• Hazel to send out practical information concerning manning and setting up the stall. Focus to be on 
the Dementia Buddy scheme 

 
7. Newsletter 

 
Anita will deliver the July newsletter 

 
8. Dane Meadow 

 
• Anita has had a key box donated by Morrey’s. to hold the Radar Key which is necessary for vehicle 

access to the Dane Meadow.  Either Hazel’s mobile number or the Cheshire East Emergency Number 
will be put on it so that the key can be obtained in case of emergency. Needs further consultation 
about siting etc..    

• Proposal to plant more trees (see appendix 3) has been received enthusiastically by the PC 
Amenities Committee. Les has recommended that we ask CEC for permission to plant trees as they 
own the land. Action  Hazel . 

 
9. AOB 
 

• Jade expressed the wish to work more closely with the Partnership.  She reported that the new 3 
course lunch for £3.00 was a great success and the next one is already fully booked. 

 
• Hazel floated the idea of producing a Partnership Mug that could be used at events like the Christmas 

Market (pay a deposit and either keep the mug or get money back on return) to combat the amount of 
waste produced by single use cups. Also an opportunity for further publicity for HCP? 

 
 

Future Meetings  will be held at the Methodist Church at 7.00pm 
   
  24th July - 28th August - 25th September - 23rd October - 27th November 

 
 
 
    



  
  

Appendix 1 Finance 
 
 
The financial position from 1st April 2019 to 26th June 2019 
 
  Budget    Income Expenditure Available Note 

Admin £1000   £150 £850  

Project Officer £6000   £1000 £5000   

Newsletters £550   £129 £421   

Web redesign £1000   £122 £878   

Market Town Trail £500   £0 £500   

HC Guide     ?       

Sensory Garden £73*   £0 £73   

Dementia Action £0 £3124  £0 £3124   

Christmas Market          £925*  £0 £925  

Christmas Sleigh £337*  £0 £337  

Bridge the Gap                   £200 £266  £135 £331  

  
Budgets marked * are brought forward from 2018/19. 
Bridge the Gap received a £200 grant from the PC. 
  
To be allocated - £10,602 (including £8000 CEC grant not yet received). 
 
Appendix 2 
Holmes Chapel Partnership Project Officer’s Report – June 2019 
 
 
1.0 Activities this month 
 
1.1 Partnership Web Site Re-Design 
 
 
Since our last Partnership meeting Hazel & I had a meeting with Jonty Bateman from White Cloud 
Web Design and shortly after appointed him to re-design our web site. His quote to create a web 
site as we had specified was £570. I am pleased to report that Jonty has started to create our new 
site, which we can now view.  This is a temporary site that we will use during the development 
phase, once we are happy with the new site we will then transfer this site to our 
hcpartnership.org.uk domain.  
 
Jonty’s brief is to create a more modern multi-platform friendly version of our current site. I will be 
liaising with Jonty during this phase, but may also ask each of you to review specific pages of the 
new site to ensure that we create something that everybody is happy with. 
 
 
1.2 Partnership Newsletter & Mail Chimp 
 



I have been responsible for the distribution of the newsletter using Mailchimp since Stuart’s 
departure, however it is now envisaged that Alison as our Communications Coordinator will look 
after this role starting with the August 2019 Newsletter. 
 
1.3 Youth Council   
 
On the 3rd June 2019 I made a presentation to the Holmes Chapel Youth Council, to explain our 
plans for a Youth Shelter, and to seek their assistance in undertaking a survey of the Youth of 
Holmes Chapel. They were very interested in the project, and agreed to have a second meeting 
that week to discuss a survey which could be sent to all pupils at the Holmes Chapel Secondary 
School. The initial plan was to complete the survey by the 28th June, and feedback the results to 
me once the survey had closed. The survey was devised by the Youth Council with a bit of help 
from me, and Tina from the Parish Council (using her survey monkey skills). The questions asked 
about what type of shelter they would prefer, where they should be, and when did the envisage 
using them. 
 
1.4 Youth Shelter 
 
Having now discussed the Youth Shelter project more widely, it strikes me that as a village, we 
have very few seating facilities that allow a group of people to sit together. So I believe we need to 
think about the whole community and come up with a plan that suits everybody’s needs. This 
might mean we have different types of meeting point seating/shelters for different parts of the 
village. The possibilities are endless, but sadly the funding is not.  
 
From my last report you may recall that I met with Matt Smith of ANSA to discuss the possibility of 
locating a youth shelter on the grass between the Holmes Chapel library and the path on London 
Road. The meeting had been arranged by the Parish Council Clerk Tina Cartlidge and Cllr Mike 
Blomeley was also in attendance. We discussed the possibility of installing a Pod type Youth 
Shelter, including landscaping and access paths. We also discussed the possibility of creating a 
seating area adjacent to the memorial stone, that would create an open area for people to sit in. 
This could be used by all ages, and would be a nice area for people to sit and read book, literally 
adjacent to the library. Matt agreed to provide some costing for both options which should be with 
us shortly. 
 
On the 25th June 2019, Hazel and I met with our PCSO, Liz Chesters, to discuss our thoughts on 
Youth Shelters/seating provision. Liz was very helpful and gave us some pointers on where 
perhaps we should not look to place more seating, and the two play parks (Middlewich Road & 
Elm Drive) were not considered by her to be good locations, mainly due to the existing problems 
created by some youths congregating to Party in the evenings. Liz also mentioned that there might 
be some funds available from the Cheshire Crime Beat fund. 
 
1.5 Allotments 
 
I have had a few communications this month with regard to Allotments, one individual suggesting 
that we should give funds to the Woodleigh Allotments to ensure that it continues to operate. I did 
explain that Woodleigh is a commercial operation and that we are unlikely to attract funds to 
support it. Hazel and I have also discussed possible locations for a new  allotment site but this is 
still under review. 
 
 
Appendix 3 
 
Proposal from Holmes Chapel Partnership/ Friends of Dane Meadow for planting trees in the Dane Meadow 
Since the climate crisis is at last creeping to the top of the agenda, nationally and locally in Cheshire East, planting 
trees seems an appropriate response. The area shown on the photograph and described below seems an ideal site 
for tree planting: it is not at present in use by visitors to the Dane Meadow so trees would not impede dog walkers etc. 



Given that the rest of the north facing slope is already colonised by trees, it is a suitable environment for trees to grow 
in.  
 
Where: On the sloping piece of land between the unofficial footpath on the left and the two trees growing on the right 
which are just beyond the boundary of Cotton Wood. The upper limit of the tree planting project would be in line with 
the small tree to the right of the unofficial footpath approaching the top of the slope but not too close to the house on 
Daresbury as this might impede their view over the valley. (See second photograph) 
 

  
 
 

 
 

What: The area is roughly 100 metres by 100 metres. Depending on the final size of the species of tree planted this 
area could accommodate approximately 20 trees. It would be preferable not to have them too close together so that 
there would be enough light to have an underplanting of bluebells which again grow naturally elsewhere in the Dane 
Meadow.. We could aim to broaden the diversity of species - there are probably already enough sycamores in Cotton 
Wood and to the east of the site quite a number of oaks. On the Cheshire Wildlife Trust website trees labelled as 
being native to this part of the world include lime, common whitebeam, rowan, blackthorn, sweet chestnut and birch. It 
would perhaps be best to limit the varieties to 4 or 5 and have 3 or 4 specimens of each very loosely grouped 
together. The planting must look natural (no rows!) We would take advice from Cheshire Wildlife Trust before 
committing to anything. 
 
How: The proposal would be to buy the trees bare rooted and to plant them early in 2020. Holmes Chapel Partnership 
would provide the finance – suggestions have been made to ask people to donate towards trees in memory of 
someone or as a special birthday gift – but, however it is done, HCP would be responsible for this aspect of the 
project.  
We are hoping to involve the wider community in the actual ground preparation and planting – Friends of Dane 
Meadow, Explorer Scouts, Home Grown, Village Volunteers come to mind as a start. 
 
Hazel Sutcliffe 
Chair HCP and Friends of Dane Meadow  


