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Spring is now very definitely on its way and the speed of the vaccination rollout is           

another cheering factor. We are not out of lockdown yet but there is still lots happening 

to report, so read on! 

We have the results of our Road Safety Competition!. You 

can see the lovely art work inside - pages 16/17. 

We are still working on Safe Walking 

Routes to School! Keep reporting back 

your experiences - especially as 

schools are due to re-open soon. 

Pages 8 and 14. 

What do you think of the latest            

pedestrian infrastructure in Holmes 

Chapel.? See inside for details -

Page 13 

Our station has been spruced up at last! 

Pages 18/19 

Would you like to show your support for  a 

non-stop 24 hour running relay round 

Holmes Chapel to raise funds for the NHS?  

Page 20. 

The Partnership team has expanded over the last few months. We are very pleased to 

welcome Karoline who has been doing a great job as our media person for a while now. 

She is joined by Sarah, Karley and Adam. Between them they have considerably            

reduced the average age of the team!  Their perspective, opinions and energy are 

much valued. 
 

Your Partnership Team 
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HOLMES CHAPEL PARTNERSHIP THANKED FOR                                             

CHARITABLE DONATIONS 

Community groups in Holmes Chapel have thanked Holmes Chapel Partnership after 

receiving £1,000 in donations. 
 

The donations were the result of the annual Santa’s Sleigh event run by Holmes Chapel 

Partnership throughout the village in December. The Sleigh took Santa on a tour of     

village streets to greet local children at a safe distance.  For the first time it also made 

stops at three primary schools plus a local preschool to give more children the             

opportunity to see Santa. 
 

2020 was the most challenging year in the Sleigh’s 40-year history with it unable to take 

cash donations due to Coronovirus restrictions. Nonetheless, Holmes Chapel Partnership 

was determined for the event to go ahead and support local organisations during 

what was a torrid year for many.   
 

The Partnership has now rewarded all of the local groups that participated in the event 

by sharing the donations that the Sleigh received.  One grateful recipient was Holmes 

Chapel Community Preschool.  Its first purchase was a full length mirror for the children 

to use during role play activities.  Administrator Dawn Caine-Bryant comments: “A big 

thank you for the donation to Preschool. It is much appreciated and will be spent on 

new resources and play equipment for the children.  We had a thoroughly enjoyable 

evening accompanying the Sleigh around the village and it was lovely to see people 

coming to their doors and clapping Santa.  I think everybody needed this more than 

ever this year and many thanks to all at the Partnership for making it happen.” 
 

Alan Jackson, Group Scout Leader for 1st Holmes Chapel Scouts, which also received a 

donation  added: “We have a lot of craft resources that will need to be replenished 

having sat in storage cupboards now for nearly 12 months without use. This donation 

may be a great way to replenish these stocks.  As these resources are shared across the 

group, all ages will be able to benefit.” 
 

The local organisations that supported this year’s Sleigh were Bridge the Gap, Dane 

Sound Radio, Holmes Chapel Community Preschool, VESU, Sibelco, Tangent, Holmes 

Chapel Guides, Holmes Chapel 41 Club plus Brereton, Goostrey and Holmes  Chapel 

Scouts & Viking Explorers. 

 

Plans are already underway for the 2021 

Sleigh with school visits likely to be                  

repeated given their popularity with       

pupils in December.  Any organisations   

interested in helping with this year’s Sleigh 

are welcome to register their interest with 

the Partnership now at                              

projects@hcpartnership.org.uk 

 
 

Photograph shows children from Holmes 

Chapel Community Preschool with their 

new mirror. 

mailto:projects@hcpartnership.org.uk
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HOLMES CHAPEL PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

 

Nine new trees for Holmes Chapel! 

In keeping with our commitment to plant several trees each year in the Parish, and     

under the careful guidance of Cllr John Clowes, on Tuesday we planted nine trees. 

These trees, of differing varieties, have all been grown in the UK. 

 

Two white flowering cherries have been sited in the green space at the corner of 

Brookfield Drive / Chester Road and seven trees, including an acer, two ornamental 

pears and two ornamental silver birch trees have been planted in and around the 

boundary of the Middlewich Road play area. 

  

Grateful thanks to ANSA for their donation of the stakes, ties and mulch mats and to 

Alan Bethell and his team for their skilled planting service. 
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PARISH COUNCIL’S 20MPH LIMIT SURVEY - RESULTS 

Holmes Chapel’s Changing Landscape 

                                                                                                                      
The Parish Council received 322 responses to its survey on residents’ attitudes the introduction  
of 20mph limits within Holmes Chapel 
 
 
1. Do you think introducing 20mph speed limits in parts of the village is a good idea?  
 

YES  224 (69.6%) 
NO   98 (30.4%) 
 
 
2. If 20mph speed limits were introduced should they apply to (please tick all that apply)  
 

 
 Residents were allowed to choose more than one option. 

 
3.  If you selected Principal Roads, which roads do you think should have a 20mph speed limit? 
 (please tick all that apply) 
 

 
 

4.  How do you use the village roads? (please tick all that apply) 

 

 

 

 

All residential roads (all roads with housing and street  
lighting except the principal routes) 

143 

Restricted locations such as near to schools 179 

The village centre on the A50 London Road, from the 
George and Dragon in the north to the Chester Road traf-
fic lights in the south 

185 

Principal Roads 95 

I do not think 20 mph speed limits should be introduced 73 

  
Chester Road 
  

  
101 

  
Station Road 

         
108 

  
  

Macclesfield Road 
  

120 

  
Middlewich Road 

  
127 

  
London Road 

  
123 

  
Knutsford Road 

  
61 

Driving 313 

Walking 291 

Cycling 106 

With mobility 

assistance 
9 
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A selection of comments for .... 
 
The speeds that large freight vehicles drive along Chester Road in particular is ridiculous. 20mph around the     
centre of Holmes Chapel and residential roads would be great, but I think we need to consider the principal routes 
as well  

 
20mph limits are appropriate, and quite common on residential developments, but for Holmes Chapel I 
think the biggest issue is with the 'principle' roads. There are some longish stretches on residential        
developments where drivers do reach excessive speeds, but in general roads are short and high speeds 
are not reached. The situation with the main roads is different - and where the main problems lie. Vehicles 
regularly travel at 40mph down our main roads. A 20mph limit on North/South and East/West routes 
through the village centre would make the village more pleasant, reduce pollution, reduce noise, make the 
environment safer and discourage traffic from taking a short cut through the village. All of this would       
encourage more walking and cycling. I strongly support the introduction of 20mph limits in the village,     
including on main roads 
 

I think it is important to impose the 20mph speed limit on Station, Middlewich and 

Macclesfield Road due to how narrow and close the pavements are to these main roads.     

We do not want to wait for an accident to happen to do something about this. It is in  

everyone’s interest for this to happen for the sake of adding 2 or 3 minutes journey time 

onto a vehicle’s route through the village. 

 
I would support 20mph in the village centre, including London Road from the roundabout to the traffic lights, AND 
Macclesfield Road from the roundabout to Sandiford Road. I would also support a 20mph limit in all other residential 
areas within the village, from the Cottons over to the new developments on the east of the village. Please reduce the 
speed limit when exiting J18 roundabout heading towards the village. This stretch, currently NSL, is highly              
dangerous for pedestrians, already having to contend with a narrow pavement in very poor condition without street  
lighting. 
 
 

..... and against 
 
A speed limit of 20mph will cause more pollution from cars being in queues of traffic. 
 
A blanket 20mph limit would be bad for road safety. The main cause of road accidents is not 
speed it is lack of attention to the road conditions. A 20mph limit would force drivers to  
concentrate on their speedos rather than the road ahead 
 

Accident statistics should guide the need for these changes not the whim of cyclists or 

pedestrians 

 
I experienced 20mph whilst living in Silverdale, Lancashire. It was sensible due to a lack of pave-
ments, so pedestrians had to use the road to walk into the village. However, it was widely ignored 
by most drivers, and being a low crime area, was not policed. It was a total nightmare that gave 
pedestrians a false sense of security. We'd be better using tools such as pedestrian crossings to 
all sides of the traffic lights, and looking at calming measures on the way into the village from the 
south on London Road - the wideness of the road leads to drivers almost routinely ignoring the 
existing speed limit. In Sweden heavy planters (planted with flowers etc) are placed in the roads 
at the entrances and exits to villages - by the welcome/you are now leaving road signs. These 
create chicanes that slow the traffic down, and make it look nice too. There are accompanying 
road markings to create a trompe l'oeil, and encourage drivers to slow down. Reducing the speed 
limit to 30mph from the Bloor Homes development would also help. And introducing permanent/
fixed speed cameras. 
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Holmes Chapel’s Changing Landscape 

HOLMES CHAPEL PARISH COUNCIL OPENS UP FOOTPATHS 

At the start of the COVID-19 lockdown last March, the Parish Council looked for ways to 

help people keep a safe distance apart but still use the village footpaths. One           

particular problem was overgrown hedges alongside footpaths and a clear example 

was the footpath along the A54 Chester Road which was separated from the road by 

an overgrown hedge. The footpath which should have been nearly 2m wide was        

reduced in places to less than half. This was due to an overgrown hedge, which is 

owned by Cheshire East Council (CEC).  

As there was some free     

funding available from CEC 

at the time to help support 

safe pedestrian traffic during 

the pandemic the Parish 

Council applied for a share 

of the money available to 

remedy the problem.  

However, this request was 

unsuccessful.  

Discussions were then held 

with CEC Highways             

department to request they 

cut the hedge hard back   

rather than the usual light 

trim. Sadly, this also was not 

carried out and by then, the 

bird nesting season was upon 

us meaning no hedge        

cutting could take place at 

all.  

 

This meant that all last      

summer the hedge limited 

movement along this safe 

footpath and many people 

resorted to walking along the 

grass verge next to the busy 

A54, Chester Road.  

Cllr Mike Blomeley, Chairman of the Village Infrastructure Committee, said ‘We were     

disappointed at the response from CEC and we did not want another spring and         

summer seasons to go by with this problem. So, early this year we decided it was a job 

well worth funding from our own budget.’ This footpath is used extensively by teenagers 

walking to the Comprehensive School and with the hope that the school will be open 

fully in the spring, some attention to this hedge was required now.  

BEFORE THE CUTTING BACK WORK 
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Local contractors were 

used in January to cut 

the hedge and another 

team cleared out the 

weeds which had been 

allowed to spread over 

the paving.  

 

The path has now been 

restored to its original 

condition and is a much 

safer place to walk.  

 

Cllr Brian Bath,         

Chairman of the Parish 

Council, said ‘It is a 

shame the job took so 

long to carry out, but it 

is a real success and 

has been warmly       

welcomed by residents.  

 

There are other hedges 

in the village we are 

concerned about      

especially over the      

railway bridges.  

Many residents with young children from the new developments at Sandiford Corner 

and Brooklands struggle to use the pavements safely which discourages people from 

walking to the local schools and into the village. Although we value hedges for the    

wildlife they encourage we would like to see firmer action taken where pedestrian    

safety is endangered’  

AFTER THE CUTTING BACK WORK 



8 

NEWS 

SAFE WALKING ROUTE TO SCHOOL FROM CRANAGE? 

Holmes Chapel’s Changing Landscape 

With the finer weather approaching we thought we might suggest a Safe Walking Route to 

School for those youngsters who live in Cranage. 
 

From Needham Drive there is a pavement along the A50 on the west side, so no need to cross 

the road. 
 

There is a footpath (see arrow)  which goes past the Archimedes Screw and up the steps to 

Moreton Drive.  
 

For Middlewich Road Primary School go left into Sadler’s Close and then right into Westmoreland 

Terrace.  Cross Middlewich Road at the pedestrian crossing outside the school. 
 

For Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School turn right and head right along Bramhall Drive. Turn 

left into Elmore Close and head right for the pedestrian crossing which takes you over to the 

Lakes Estate and the school can be accessed via the pedestrian gate from Grasmere Drive. 
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You may remember this contribution to the last newsletter – if it     

chimed with your experiences on the local roads then you might       

want to take part in the survey! 

 

 
 

Cyclists have an opportunity to express how safe they feel on the roads by filling out a 

short survey designed to help make the county's roads safer for everyone. 

 

Any cyclist who lives and or cycles in Cheshire is being encouraged to complete the 

short survey from Cheshire Police's Roads and Crime Unit. Officers will use the results of 

the survey to help shape the way they police the county's roads. 

 

PC Lee Spencer, from the force's Roads and Crime Unit, said: "Everyone has the right to 

use the roads safely and we want to get a better understanding of the cycling            

landscape in order to make better informed decisions when completing education and 

enforcement activity, to help make the roads safer for everyone. 

 

"A lot more cyclists have been getting out on their bikes throughout the pandemic to get 

their daily exercise or to commute to and from work. With the increase in cyclists on the 

roads, the county has also sadly seen an increase in the number of cyclists killed or        

seriously injured. 

 

"Cheshire can be a safe place to cycle and we want all road users to feel as safe as   

possible when out on the county's roads. This survey will give cyclists an opportunity to 

have their say on how they feel about cycling on Cheshire's roads and help shape how 

we police the roads." 

 

Cyclists have until Sunday 7 March to complete the survey.  

 

https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?

k=161339432810&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo  

THE STREETS OF HOLMES CHAPEL - A Cyclist’s Lament By Phillip Carr (To be sung to the 

tune of “The Streets of Laredo”) 

As I rode out on the streets of Holmes Chapel  

As I rode out in Holmes Chapel one day  

I spied a poor cyclist with wheels all a-crumpled  

Wheels all a-crumpled and face ashen grey. (for further verses see our February 

Newsletter) 

A CHANCE TO HAVE YOUR SAY! 

https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=161339432810
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=161339432810
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=161339432810&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=161339432810&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
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The 2nd D-Day was on the 15th of Feb 1971. I remember it well as        

I was heavily involved converting ICI’s Sales & Purchases Accounts 

(SPA) computer system to the new currency. We had to balance 

the total change in every account to the penny(d) including all 

roundings There had to be roundings in the conversion as 1 new 

pence equaled 2.4 old pence. Total money involved was around 

£250 million and it had to be done on 1 single day. My annual     

salary at that time was around £1300 so that £250 million would be 

several billions in today’s prices. 

 

Of course, I’m talking about Decimalisation of Pounds, Shillings & Pence to Pounds & New 

Pence. Many people were confused by the new currency and annoyed that they hadn’t 

been consulted. There was no referendum and they didn’t want to get rid of the            

half-crown and ha’penny and the thruppenny bit and the sixpence and shillings and later 

the 10 Bob Note and they were used L s d not P &NP (Pounds/New Pence). They also 

thought that prices would go up. Funnily enough the Irish had to convert their currency on 

the same day but not to the Euro. The Banks were closed from the 10th Feb to 10 am on 

the 15th Feb so that they could clear outstanding Cheques and transactions and convert 

our Accounts. Most of this was done manually as they were not very computerised at that 

time and Businesses had update their tills and price lists to the new currency. Shops       

generally displayed old and new prices and shopkeepers complained bitterly that they 

weren’t compensated for the extra cost. Most Businesses allowed for both currencies to 

be used as the Government realised that there would be riots if old money couldn’t be 

used for some time. Market traders in particular hated the new money. “10 pairs of Nylons 

for 50p” instead of ”10 for 10 bob”!! 

 

The Government had introduced 5p and 10p coins ahead of time and allowed 1 shilling & 

2 shillings coins to be used alongside them. The new coins were 1p,2p,5p,10p and 50p. 

The coins that were disappearing were 1/2d,3d,6d and the half-crown (2s/6d). The guinea    

(£1/1s) was still legal tender for  certain purposes but was now (£1&5p).   

 

There was a very vocal campaign to retain the much-loved sixpence which was exactly 2 

and a half new pence and this was successful. My Mother always put sixpences covered 

in greaseproof paper in her Christmas Puds. 

 

What I miss most is the change to our language. Gone are phrases like two bob and half 

a sixpence, thruppence and a ha’penny, and a tanner and farthings and a 10-bob note. 

We however still use terms like a “quid” and tenpence. No youngster would understand 

”half a crown” or Florin today but would understand 10p(ee). The Government wanted 

people to call the currency New Pence but everybody just used the letter P(ee). 

 

My old Maths professor at Edinburgh University thought Decimalisation was an adverse 

step as it would make the general public less numerate as they wouldn’t have to deal 

with 12 pence to the shilling and 20 shillings to the pound!! I think I agree.     

 
Rab Parry FEB 21 

 

THE 2ND D-DAY 50th ANNIVERSARY DECIMALISATION 
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DANE SOUND COMMUNITY RADIO  

Celebrates its 3rd Birthday! 

 
We have come a long way since we began                   

broadcasting in March 2018. This month we celebrate 

our 3rd birthday. We have looked back at how far we 

have come, our wonderful volunteers, community    

network, forged relationships, and we feel very proud     

of Dane Sound Community Radio.  

 

We are a non-profit voluntary group and provide  

a wide range of programmes, community shows, 

events & chat shows.  Throughout COVID-19 we have 

supported community events with specialist  

programmes such as the U3A 10th Anniversary,  

Scott Penlington Foundation Tournament & Goostrey Rose Day, and we help community  

groups, charities, events and businesses promote themselves all year round. 

 

However, these are exceptionally challenging times for everyone.  With all events and 

opportunities to fundraise cancelled we find ourselves, in our biggest year of             

broadcasting, with a financial black hole.  As everyone will be acutely aware, running 

costs still keep going even through a national lockdown.  At Dane Sound this includes   

internet, licensing, insurance, website & marketing, broadcasting software, music and 

equipment. 

 

Cheshire Pet, Neon Freight & The Print Room have advertised on Dane Sound from the 

beginning, and we thank them for their continued support, along with local businesses 

supporting our many Lockdown Events, Rumble in The Jungle, Lights Up! At Christmas 

and currently Lockdown Scarecrows.  We also receive funding from Local Groups, Parish 

Councils, The Partnership, and not forgetting the many private donations - an enormous 

thanks to all of you for your support. 

 

How can you help?  Every donation helps – no matter how small or large!  You can      

donate via our website at www.danesound.com, or you can email us at  

contact@danesound.com and arrange payment into our bank account or by cheque.  

You can also choose us as your local cause with the Co-op Local Community Fund. 

 

Businesses can support us with advertising, sponsorship or a donation.  Please contact us 

for further details. 

 

We look forward to continuing to be a pivotal part of our community, offering a unique 

and valued community radio service in our area.   

 

To listen in and view our weekly schedule visit www.danesound.com. 

 
Thank You for all your support, from the Dane Sound Team 

 

 

http://www.danesound.com


12 

NEWS 

 Last month we included a picture of devastation - here is the plan! 

VICTORIA MILLS, HOLMES CHAPEL 



13 

NEWS 

 

NEW PEDESTRIAN CROSSING FOR MIDDLEWICH ROAD - WHY? 

 

The speed limit here is 40mph 

We emailed our Ward Councillors for information: 

You may be aware that a new crossing has been installed  

this week outside the entrance to The Cottons on Middlewich  

Road.  It has been placed on a 40mph stretch of road  

with tactile paving to indicate there is a crossing to both  

sighted and partially sighted pedestrians.  

 

Immediate responses from residents on the Cottons have been shock that pedestrian 

crossing has been placed at such a dangerous location. Some have also expressed     

anger at this being constructed when their continued requests for safe passage into the 

village via a path into the neighbouring development and access to Lingmell Gardens 

(once over the original pedestrian crossing with lights), remain unresolved. 

 

Reply from Les Gilbert: 
 

I have now had a look and cannot understand why anyone should object to this. 

  

It is not a crossing but simply dropped kerbs which facilitate crossing the road with a    

buggy or on a mobility scooter.  It gives residents another option for joining the footpath 

to Lingmell Gardens from Broad Lane.  If they are uncomfortable crossing at this point, 

they have the option of using the controlled crossing.  Personally I would be perfectly 

happy to cross at this point at times when traffic is light and do regularly cross               

Middlewich Road on foot for access to the Co-op. 

 

Although I am waiting for answers, I suspect that the work was carried out by Persimmon 

pursuant to its highway obligations relating to the development.  I would be surprised if 

Highways had found the money for this when resources are so scarce but I may be 

proved wrong! 

 

I obtained agreement in principle to a cut through in the hedge at the site of the        

controlled crossing last year.  I am currently chasing Highways for a progress report. 
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SAFE WALKING ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

The document drawn up by the SWRTS Working Group was submitted  

to the Village Infrastructure Committee of the Parish Council on Feb 4th  

for approval. The members of the committee were very supportive  

and the spreadsheet with all the suggestions for improvements was  

sent to Cheshire East with a request for a response by the end of  

March. Fingers crossed that we might see some action! 

 
A50/A54 Junction (London Road/Station Road/Chester Road) 
 

There is still very little official feedback on this despite the fact that we have been waiting 

for over three years to find out what the plans for this junction are. For many more than 

three years residents have been complaining how dangerous this junction is - especially if 

you are a pedestrian – but nothing could be done because it wasn’t worth spending 

money in the short term to make it safer, as the whole junction was going to be                      

re-structured. Holmes Chapel Partnership set up a petition in 2018 asking that the               

restructuring considered pedestrian safety as well as improved traffic flow. 1000 residents 

signed that petition! 

 

Unofficially we have heard that: 

 

• There is unlikely to be a roundabout  

• There will be 5 options - going from cheap to very expensive  

• There have to be 2 lanes on Chester Road so that traffic heading south (turning right) 

does not impede traffic going north and east. 

• The aim is to widen the footpath on the south side of Chester Road and put in some 

sort of pedestrian refuge further down to assist crossing from south to north. 

 

With a bit of luck the options will be presented to us in May. Let’s hope pedestrian safety 

has been taken seriously! 

 
Cheshire East Local Transport Consultation 
 

The deadline for this has now been extended to March 31st 2021 so if you thought you 

had left it too late – you haven’t.  

 

If you were put off by the complexities of responding to this online survey (user-friendly it 

isn’t!) you can merely compose an email response stating the issues as you see them and 

send them to LTP@cheshireeast.gov.uk and your views will be logged as part of the       

consultation. So no excuse – if we want some improvements we need to speak out! 

 

mailto:LTP@cheshireeast.gov.uk
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Holmes Chapel & District u3a is continuing its’ partnership with Dane Sound Radio with a 

new series of programmes under the banner “u3a Air Waves”. This follows on from the 

success of the six 2-hour programmes that were broadcast last year. 
 

There will be a mix of music programmes and “magazine”-style programmes. 
 

The first offering is “u3a Jazz with Peter Shields”, a 2-hour programme of music from       

Peter’s personal collection, with spoken commentary about each selection. It is hoped 

that this will lead to the formation of a Jazz Appreciation interest group in the u3a. 
 

To listen in go to www.danesound.com and click on “Listen Live”. 

The broadcast is at 8:00pm on Tuesday 9th March. 
 

We do hope that you can join us – happy listening! 
 

You can join Holmes Chapel and District u3a at www.holmeschapelu3a.org.com  
 

Peter Shields 

HC&D u3a 

INTRODUCING...  

          “U3A AIR WAVES” 

 

Here is the link to the survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DTS37SY 

http://www.danesound.com/
http://www.holmeschapelu3a.org.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DTS37SY
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ROAD SAFETY POSTER COMPETITION 

 

Entries closed on the 22nd February and the entire committee had the chance to vote 

for their favourite posters. The committee were delighted by all the posters and found it 

very tricky to cast their votes  There were 3 categories each with 2 winners. Pre-school, 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.  We can now announce the results! 
 

 

Pre School winners 

Poppy McIntyre - Aged 4 Georgie Bagust - Aged 4 

Key Stage 1 winners 

Ben Alcock - Aged 6 Zeb Nelson - Aged 6 
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Key Stage 2 winners 

Yasmin Wilson-Mohamad - Aged 8 Amber Fox - Year 5 

Maisie Fox  - Year 6 

As part of our aim to raise  

awareness of the problems of 

trying to do the right thing and 

walk to school we are going to 

incorporate these art works into 

banners to place around the  

village.  

 

We hope everyone who sees 

them will give some thought to 

walking and driving around our 

village. 
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HOLMES CHAPEL RAILWAY CORNER 

I am very pleased to say peripatetic contractors arrived from Hull and stayed from      

Monday 8th February to Wednesday 17th February to give our Station a lick of paint. 

There are still some woodwork repairs remaining. These images were taken on the 16th 

February and we can see the Station Master Graham Blake in his office, looking more 

cheerful about his Station.  
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It appears that journey times from Holmes Chapel to Manchester will increase by some 

20 minutes,  as all trains will travel via Manchester Airport. No direct trains to Stockport 

(you would need to change trains at Wilmslow) 

 

We will also lose the direct stopping train to Liverpool. I, for example visit Eccles and 

Patricroft on this route and I know someone who uses the service to attend organ  

recitals in Eccles. I also travel all the way to Liverpool on this train. 

Tony Wright  

And now for some other news, not so good!  The Government has launched a          

consultation document on the future ‘Shape of train timetables’ around Manchester, 

which I urge you to look at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-to-improve-

manchesters-railways 

You can respond directly via the link above. It is a lengthy document and mainly          

focussed on the Castlefield corridor but it does have implications for those that use 

Holmes Chapel Railway Station. Implementation will probably be from May 2022 but I 

will keep you posted. 

I don’t know about the implications for you but I feel we will receive a poorer service if 

these changes are implemented. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-to-improve-manchesters-railways
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-to-improve-manchesters-railways
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The NHS is a national treasure that makes a difference to the health of millions of people 

every day. Over the last year it has been tested more than ever and we are in awe of 

the people who continue to give so much to care for others. We want to do something 

to help. 

 

We all met whilst pounding the pavements round Holmes Chapel so a running fundraising 

challenge was a natural choice. Could the four of us run a non-stop 24-hour relay round 

the village? On Saturday 3rd April we will find out! 

 

Each of us will need to run for 6 hours, starting at 3pm on Friday 2nd April, finishing at 3pm 

on Saturday. None of us have done this before and it will be a real stretch! 

We appreciate anything you can donate to this worthy cause. 

 

Vicky, Clare, Iain and David. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/24hrrelayholmeschapel 

NEWS  

24HR RELAY HOLMES CHAPEL 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/24hrrelayholmeschapel

