
  

 

WELCOME TO THE AUGUST NEWSLETTER! 

Holmes Chapel Partnership                                              
Community Newsletter 

Issue 84:  August 2021 

Photo by Marie Bennett 

With best wishes from  

Your Partnership Team 

The Community Speedwatch teams have been out and about - 

how many of us exceed the 30mph limit? 

What do these numbers represent? 
 

2,265  336  34,522 450 

 

 

Find out inside what Holmes Chapel Partnership has contributed to the  

community during 2020 and 2021?  

What’s missing here? 

What do traffic  

islands mean to 

cyclists? 

 

Skatepark at the Community Centre - extended opening 

times for the holidays 

How tall will your sunflower be by 

August 31st? 

We have the usual updates from our Safe Walking Routes to School 

campaign, from Holmes Chapel Station and Goostrey Station as well. 

The Parish Council and the u3a have news to share too. The pitfalls of 

renewing your driving licence are revealed and there’s a garden to 

visit. 

Find out about Holmes Chapel 

Community Centre’s Open Day on 

Sunday 15th August. 
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NEWS 

SAFE WALKING ROUTES TO SCHOOLS - UPDATES 

School is out for the summer and we have taken down the banners for our 

campaign. We are planning the next moves. In the July edition of the 

Newsletter we reported on an article in the Sandbach Chronicle about the 

impact of the Victoria Mills development on Macclesfield Road in particular and 

Holmes Chapel in general: Councillor Mick Warren, Cheshire East Council’s Chair of     

Environment and Communities said “A sum of £25,000 has been secured by way of a 

travel plan and can be used towards the funding of some highway improvements, for 

example upgrading pedestrian facilities and bus stops”. Councillor Warren and      

Councillor Craig Brown were subsequently invited by the Parish Council to discuss this 

issue. They turned down the invitation. Apparently they can only be approached by 

Ward Councillors and not Parish Councillors!  

 

A big thank you to all those who responded to our Walking to School survey. We will 

share the results in the next Newsletter. 

 

Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School’s day will be finishing 10 minutes earlier from 

September at 3.15pm. As this coincides with the end of the Primary School day it         

remains to be seen what impact this has on local traffic and the safety of pedestrians 

young and old. 

Speedwatch 
 

You may have seen the hi-viz out there! The Speedwatch teams have been busy       

tackling the problem of speeding within Holmes Chapel. A new team has been set up 

to monitor speeds along Middlewich Road. 
 

There is room on each form to note the speed, the registration and the make of 15        

vehicles. Bearing in mind that that only those exceeding 35mph in a 30mph area are 

noted it is shocking how easy it is to fill a page! 
 

As of the middle of July our PCSO Ade Chadwick reported that letters have gone out 

to those found to be speeding. There were 54 in total – 11 of which were Dane Valley 

residents. 
 

Most people have reacted very positively to the Speedwatch initiative and have 

thanked the volunteers for their good work. But maybe not all .. 

                           Now you see it!                            Now you don’t! 
 

 

We may have taken down our banners but not this sign. Permission was sought and granted 

by Bellway Homes to put up this sign. Any idea who might have removed it? 
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NEWS 

 

The A50 North of Holmes Chapel is 

known to be a dangerous road, having 

had a number of fatalities in recent 

years. If you have driven along this road 

in the last few months you will probably 

have noticed four new traffic islands on 

the road between Cranage and         

Allostock.  
 

The prime function of these islands is to 

provide protection for vehicles turning 

right, they may also help with traffic 

calming as some drivers will slow down 

a little as they pass through the         

constrictions in the road. Islands similar 

to these are also known as pedestrian 

refuges, but very few pedestrians use 

this stretch of road.  
 

As with many things in life there are    

winners and losers, in this case cyclists 

are the losers. The Highway Code      

recommends that motorists give cyclists 

at least five feet of clearance when 

overtaking. 

TRAFFIC ISLANDS & CYCLING 

It just not possible to do this at the        

islands, and cyclists find it very         

frightening to get a close pass at high 

speed, especially where there is no 

room for overtaking drivers to go if they 

realise they are getting into a           

dangerous situation at the last                  

moment.  

This begs the question, “Was it a conscious decision by the planners to make the road 

safer for motorists while making it more dangerous for vulnerable road users?” Cyclists are 

trained under the Bikeability scheme (The National Training Standard) to ride in the     

centre of the lane to discourage dangerous overtaking in these situations.  If you see this 

happening at the new traffic islands and at other pinch points on the roads the cyclist is 

not being selfish, just following safety procedures.  

 

Please be patient for a few seconds, giving a wave or a flash on your hazard warning 

lights after you have passed shows that you understand what is going on. 

 
Roy Hayhurst 
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In case you wondered – here is an infographic produced to explain what we have 

been engaged in over the past year. This has not been a typical year by any means! 

Apart from keeping you informed about what is happening in and around Holmes 

Chapel via the monthly newsletter and our Facebook page we usually support and   

involve the community in events to bring us all together, which has been a challenge 

over the last 18 months. We are best known for the Christmas Market – which last year 

was replaced by a Virtual Christmas Market because of Covid restrictions. We are    

hoping to put on a bigger and better live Christmas Market this year on Sunday          

December 5th 2021 – so put the date in your diary and keep your fingers firmly crossed!  

And talking of volunteering .... 
All of those people who offered their services to those in need during the lockdowns will 

shortly be receiving an invitation to a lunch at the Community Centre on September 19th. 

Holmes Chapel Partnership and the Parish Council would like to thank them for              

volunteering during a difficult time and to celebrate their achievements. 

 

Sunflower Competition 
Don’t forget to measure your sunflower! The closing date for entries is  

August 31st – send your photos to us so we can measure the progress of 

your plant. 

 

The sunflower in the photograph looks like it's going to be a monster!     

Will yours beat it? 

 

 

WHAT DOES HOLMES CHAPEL PARTNERSHIP DO? 
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One of the few good things to come out of the pandemic was to see 

the response from local people when we asked for volunteers to help 

deliver essential supplies, prescriptions etc for those who were isolating.  

 

It was heartening to see more than 120 sign up to volunteer through the 

Partnerships website and then work with the Parish Council to assist those in need.   

Cheshire East were also impressed and keen to ensure that we can capture that         

community spirit in a way that allows people to support others in our local community.   

 

Over the past 6 months the Holmes Chapel Partnership have worked with Cheshire Easts 

Social Action Partnership (CESAP) to explore ways in which we can continue to support 

volunteering within our local community, and we are now pleased to inform you that 

Holmes Chapel Partnership has become the Volunteer Coordination Point (VCP) for the 

Holmes Chapel Area.   

 

As a VCP we will be a local ‘go to’ place for people who need community support or 

who want to volunteer. VCPs support local networks, build connections, and provide  

volunteer coordination and help in matching volunteers to vulnerable and isolated    

people needing help.  

 

Cheshire East Volunteers and Ami 
 

One of the easiest ways to offer support in our local community is to use a newly 

launched Ami service at https://cheshireeastvolunteers.co.uk. Visitors to this website will 

be able to enter their postcode and find volunteering opportunities nearby. There are 

different opportunities to support individuals and you’ll be able to see what kind of help 

they need, what their interests are and roughly how close they live to you.  

 

When you find someone that you’d like to help, Ami will tell you which voluntary            

organisation this person is registered with and invite you to sign up with the same           

organisation who will contact you to arrange an informal telephone interview.  

 

Along the process you’ll receive email updates from the voluntary organisation to let you 

know how your application is progressing. Supporting this process Cheshire East Council 

staff will be with you every step of the way if you need support. 

NEWS 

WE ARE NOW A VCP 

https://cheshireeastvolunteers.co.uk
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A big thank you .... 
from John and Linda Clowes to all those 

people who visited their garden when it is 

was open to the public at the end of 

June. The weather was kind and around 

200 visitors admired this beautifully laid 

out garden with its wealth of blooms.      

And if you like visiting gardens, don’t forget this event advertised in the July edition of 

the Newsletter .... 

Afternoon Tea 2 – 4 pm 

7th and 8th August 2021 
23 St Oswald’s Crescent, Brereton. CW11 1RW 

 

The afternoon teas will be served between 2 and 4pm, on Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th        

August. Vegetarian and Vegan options will be offered. Just let me know when you buy 

your ticket.  This event is ticket only, costing £5 per person. Just give me call me on the 

number below and I will deliver your tickets to your home.   

There’s wheelchair access and plenty of room to spread out in the garden. We are 

keeping our fingers crossed for good weather, but if not, seating will be available inside. 

There will also be an opportunity to have a look round the garden while listening to    

music, buy a few cakes to take home and raffles.  

Money raised will go to St Luke’s Organ and Lightning Appeal and the Alzheimer’s         

Society. 

 

Contact details  

Gill Brickwood – email: gill.brickwood@yahoo.co.uk mobile:0752 885 0303 

Jayne Weaver – email: jayne.weaver@a365uk.co.uk mobile: 0774 832 8032  

HOLMES CHAPEL CHRISTIAN COMMUNICARE 
Extraordinary General Meeting to formally close down the organisation 

                                      

Thursday Sept 2nd – 7.30pm in St Luke’s Church Hall 

  
Although this will be an EGM for members there will be a warm welcome for anyone who may 

have an interest taking on some form of continuation of the organisation and its service to the 

local community. 

  

For more information the Secretaries can be contacted via email 

at hccommunicare@gmail.com 

Potential for Future Volunteering! 

Despite all the work involved John said:  “It was great to able to talk to visitors and 

friends in person again rather than via Zoom!” In fact he was so busy chatting that he 

didn’t get around to taking any photos of the event itself but here are a few photos of 

the garden. 
 

There was a stall selling plants and teas and coffees were served to visitors so the open 

garden raised in all the magnificent sum £2500 for St Luke’s Hospice. 

mailto:gill.brickwood@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jayne.weaver@a365uk.co.uk
mailto:hccommunicare@gmail.com
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HOLMES CHAPEL PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

 

New Councillor  

 

We are delighted to welcome  

Rich Wilcock as a member of the Parish Council. 

Cllr Wilcock was co-opted onto the Parish  

Council during our Council meeting held on    

1st July. Cllr Wilcock says: 'I’m a relative          

newcomer to the village but not Cheshire, as 

I’ve lived in the county for 13 years after moving 

from my home town of  Melton Mowbray. I’ve 

grown to love the village and strongly feel the 

Parish council is a great way to help change 

and improve the village for better. I volunteer at 

Just Drop In in Macclesfield that promotes, 

councils and help children. I am a strong         

advocate for ensuring every child has the       

opportunity to thrive and support multiple         

organisations in this regard and I will always try 

to help the youth in Holmes Chapel. I work in 

medical communications, a career that enables 

me to use my project management skills, not to 

mention developing multiple working relationships and strategic planning. All skills I hope 

to bring to the council.'  
 

We look forward to working with Cllr Wilcock. 
 

A Quality Gold Council! 
 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council is delighted to have once again received Quality Gold 

Status in the National Association of Local Council's (NALC) Award Scheme. This is the 

highest level that can be achieved. 

  

The Local Council Award Scheme is a peer assessed programme that has been                   

designed to both provide the tools and encouragement to those councils at the             

beginning of their improvement journeys, as well as promoting and recognising councils 

that are at the cutting edge of the sector. 

  

This achievement recognises that the council achieves good practice in governance, 

community engagement and council improvement. Moreover, Holmes Chapel Parish 

Council goes above and beyond their legal obligations, leading their communities and 

continuously seeking opportunities to improve and develop even further. 

  

Chairman Cllr Chris Jackson says; 'We are delighted to have once again received     

Quality Gold Status. Holmes Chapel Parish Council is committed to serving our village to 

the best of our ability and work hard to do what we can to improve the lives of our        

residents.' 
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Extra Skatepark Opening Hours over the Summer! 

Youth Council AGM – Save the Date! 
 

Do you know anyone who might be interested in joining the Youth Council? The AGM will 

be at 6pm on Tuesday 5th October. Anyone aged 10 – 18 years and lives or goes to 

school in Holmes Chapel can join the Youth Council. For more information please        

contact the Deputy Clerk on admin@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 01477 

533934 

The Parish Council is pleased to announce it will be funding 4 additional hours of      

opening at the Community Centre to enable residents to use the skatepark later into the 

evening over the summer holidays. 

 

Due to Covid restrictions, the Community Centre currently closes at 3pm on Saturdays 

and Sundays (it is open until 9pm Monday to Friday). Unfortunately when the Community 

Centre is closed, so is the skatepark. Therefore, the Parish Council has decided that it will 

provide funding for 4 additional hours on Saturday nights so that there will be members 

of Everybody staff on hand to manage and oversee during those additional hours. To 

access the site you will need to use the pedestrian gate. 

 
From Saturday 24th July until Saturday 28th August inclusive, the skatepark will be open 

until 7pm on a Saturday. The summer opening hours for the skatepark are: 

 

Monday to Friday 6am until 9pm 

Saturday 8am until 7pm 

Sunday 8am until 3pm 

mailto:admin@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
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EARLIER SCHOOL DAY FINISH AT HOLMES CHAPEL            

You may not attend HCCS but we thought it would be of interest to you to know there 

will be a slight change in the timings of the school day when the school re-opens in 

September – the main point of interest is that the school finishes 10 minutes earlier in an 

afternoon.  

 

As this will now coincide with the end of the Primary School day you might be well      

advised to adjust your travels around the village accordingly!  

 

If you want to read about this change in more detail visit https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-

8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_7e9ed420e5c44e659f2924b442f6f029.pdf 

 

 
School day timings with effect from September 2021 

Monday - Friday  

8.45am Tutor period 

 

9.10am Period 1 

 

10.10-10.30am Break 

 

10.30am Period 2 

 

11.30am Period 3 

 

12.30pm Lunch 

 

1.10pm End of lunch 

 

1.15pm Period 4 

 

2.15pm Period 5 

 

3.15pm End of school day 

 

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_7e9ed420e5c44e659f2924b442f6f029.pdf
https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_7e9ed420e5c44e659f2924b442f6f029.pdf
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KEEP RIGHT ON TO THE END OF THE ROAD... 

Have you renewed you driving licence at the age of 70 yet? I am in the process of  

doing so and thought it timely to share my experience, in the hope that it will save you 

some time and avoid the pitfalls that I discovered. 
 

When I passed my driving test in 1969, my licence allowed me to drive a wide range of 

categories of vehicle including lorries weighing between 3500kg and 7500kg (category 

C1) and minibuses with up to 16 passengers (category D1). This facility has proved useful 

over the intervening years as I have hired removal vans and driven minibuses for sports 

teams, along with being covered for driving our motorhome for the past eighteen-plus 

years. The significant weight for vehicles on driving licences is the ‘maximum permissible 

weight’. This is determined by the manufacturer and allows the effective payload (how 

much extra you can load into it) when you subtract the ‘running order weight’ (what the 

vehicle weighs with fuel, water, etc on board). Sounds technical but is really only about 

safety and the amount of wine we used to be able to bring back on our return from 

France! 
 

When I looked online at the gov.uk web pages, I discovered that if I wished to retain C1 

and D1 entitlement, that I could not do it online but would have to do it by post.     

Needless to say, our local post office does not hold the appropriate forms, so I                 

contacted the DVLA. Here, a word of warning. Do not waste time trying to either             

telephone or use the webchat facility that the recorded message on the telephone  

recommends. If you are lucky and get placed in the webchat queue, it times out after 

30 minutes and says, “try again later”. I did. Same result. 
 

I also checked with our local motorhome dealer and they confirmed that although the 

running order weight of our motorhome is below 3500kg, the maximum permissible 

weight of 3850kg means that a standard car licence would not be valid for driving it. 

Which would mean that my insurance would be invalid. Which would mean that the 

motorhome could be seized if I were found driving it and I would be prosecuted for  

driving without insurance and other than in accordance with my licence, resulting in at 

least a hefty fine and six points on my licence. 
 

Back to DVLA. I found an email address, wrote to them and received the required forms: 

D2 “Application for a lorry, bus or minibus driving licence” and D4 “medical examination 

report for a Group 2 bus or lorry licence”. Now, there have been many words said about 

the issues surrounding seeing a doctor in person, especially during the COVID-19           

pandemic, but I had no difficulty arranging an appointment for the requisite medical 

examination and report – for which a fee of £105 is payable.  

I have now sent D4 and D2, along with my treasured and fragile paper licence to the 

DVLA and await a shiny new photo licence. They say renewing at 70 is free of charge, 

but so far I have paid £6 for a passport photo, £105 for a medical examination report, 

£17 because I’ve never had a photo licence before and £0.85 for a stamp. But be 

warned: failure to have discovered that a simple renewal would have left me driving  

illegally and would have cost far more. If you have a motorhome, check its maximum 

permissible weight. 

 

Continued happy motoring! 

 
Phillip Carr 
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“U3A AIR WAVES” Programmes for August 2021                                                                  

 

“u3a Americana & Country with Roy Rawlinson”  
is a 1-hour programme of Country Rock,  Bluegrass, and   

Electric Folk with spoken commentary about each selection.  
 

The broadcast is at 8.00pm on Tuesday 10th August,                            
repeating at 8pm on Tuesday 24th August. 

  To Listen in, go to www.danesound.com                              

and click on “Listen Live”. 

You can listen on Alexa by saying “Play Dane Sound 

Community Radio” 

Catch up with past programmes at:  

www.mixcloud.com/danesound  

To contact us email: airwaves@holmeschapelu3a.org.uk 

This information is also on: www.holmeschapelu3a.org.uk   
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

“u3a Jazz with Peter Shields” is a 1-hour programme,       

featuring early jazz through to modern times, and the         

occasional blues, with commentary about each selection. 

The broadcast is at 8.00pm on Tuesday 3rd August,                      
repeating at 8.00pm on Tuesday 17th August 

To Listen in, go to www.danesound.com                                     

and click on “Listen Live”. 

The third offering in August is our “Insights” magazine               

programme, a mix of news, poetry and play readings,         

history, stories, interviews  and features, all prepared  

and recorded by our u3a members and interest groups, 

 plus recorded music. 

 

The 2-hour broadcast is at 10:00am on Monday 23rd August, 

 repeating at 4:00pm on Saturday 28th August. 

To listen in, go to www.danesound.com                                  

and click on “Listen Live”. 

Holmes Chapel & District u3a is continuing its partnership with Dane Sound Radio with 

our 6th monthly series of programmes under the banner “u3a Air Waves”.  

There is a mix of music programmes and “magazine”-style programmes. 

We do hope you an join us -  happy listening! 

http://www.mixcloud.com/danesound
mailto:airwaves@holmeschapelu3a.org.uk
http://www.holmeschapelu3a.org.uk/
http://www.danesound.com/
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Holmes Chapel & District u3a 
 

“Showcase”: Meet our Interest Groups 
 

Interest Groups are the social core of our u3a. They bring our members together to 

share experiences, activities and learning, and to have fun. There is plenty to choose 

from: we have over 60 Groups. We have 670 members drawn from Holmes Chapel and 

surrounding villages and towns. 

 

As we emerge from the Covid lockdown and restrictions, our u3a is re-starting. We are 

holding an “open day” event from 10:30am – 12:30pm on Saturday 21st August at the 

Holmes Chapel Scout HQ behind the Coop store (Parkway, Holmes Chapel, CW4 7BA). 

 

Open to both members and non-members, this is an opportunity to meet our Group 

Leaders, Group members and Committee members, to discuss what we do and to see 

some of our Groups displaying their wares.  

 

If you like what you see you will be able to join us on the day: annual membership is £5.  

 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available (free) to members and visitors. There is no     

admission charge. 

 

Please do come along and see what we have to offer.  We look forward to meeting 

you. 

 
 

                                 

 

     Enquiries to: prcomms@holmeschapelu3a.org.uk                                            

     Website: www.holmeschapelu3a.org.uk  

 

mailto:prcomms@holmeschapelu3a.org.uk
http://www.holmeschapelu3a.org.uk/
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NEWS 
 
HOLMES CHAPEL RAILWAY STATION CORNER                         
August 2021 

As I write this, the weather is scorchingly 

hot! I’m not complaining though as it 

will soon be just a memory of sitting in 

my study with the thermometer showing 

29 degrees Celsius. We are still trying to 

ensure the Station plants survive with our 

watering duties. 

 

At home the bird baths and watering 

bowls are regularly topped up and the 

blackbirds love visiting the water     

fountain. At night hedgehogs are ready 

to drink and feed - in addition to the 

low watering bowl the hedgehogs use, 

we have added a feeding station.  

 

I set up a camera and here we can see 

a hedgehog at 22:21, leaving the    

feeding station for a drink. Close to   

Lindsay’s greenhouse, in which she    

raises plants for the Railway Station and 

has a little nursery for ailing specimens. 

 

Notice the temperature of 24 degrees 

at that time of night  

One snippet of news for you is that we met the couple who have applied to run the pub 

by the side of the Railway - the Swan Inn (Samuel Smith’s Brewery). The couple were 

keen to look at our work at the Station and I wish them well. The Inn has been closed for 

too long! I hope they are successful and the Inn opens soon! 

The new bench arrived recently early one morning 

and the Station Master Graham and I installed it. 

He was the first to test it out and give his approval! 

 

It has been used by so many passengers waiting 

for taxis or relatives to pick them up and we are 

grateful to Northern Rail for funding the bench and 

a brass plaque. 
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Tony Wright  

You may have seen my recent article in the Newsletter regarding the war-time rail 

crash. We are hoping to  have a short ceremony with a lay preacher at 11am on the 

14th September 2021. Many people were injured on that day in 1941 and nine people 

lost their lives - marked on the brass plaque (see photograph below) 

An update on the train services available from Holmes Chapel Railway Station. Correct 

on the 20th July (the day after lockdown ended). Check before you travel! 

 

From the Manchester Platform ; Normally on the hour; Leaves Holmes Chapel for 

Goostrey, Chelford,  Alderley Edge, Wilmslow, Handforth Cheadle Hulme, Stockport,  

Heaton Chapel,  Levenshulme  and Manchester Piccadilly. 

 

From the Manchester Platform; Normally 28 minutes past the hour (This train travels to   

Liverpool Lime Street as the final destination) for Alderley Edge, Wilmslow, Styal,         

Manchester Airport,  Heald Green, Gatley, East Didsbury,  Burnage,  Mauldeth Road , 

Manchester Piccadilly,  Manchester Oxford Road,  Deansgate Eccles,  Patricroft  and 

onwards. 

 

From the Crewe platform; normally 28 minutes past the hour and 44 minutes past the 

hour calling in at Sandbach and Crewe. 

 

As I say Check before you travel! I normally use the Network Rail Journey Planner on my 

phone or you can call the 24/7 national helpline 03457 11 41 41. Or better still the Station 

Master Graham Blake (normally works mornings) is a mine of information! 

 

Lastly our latest little publication for sale at the Station (very limited edition) Journeys 

from Holmes Chapel Railway Station. In this issue: The Aqueducts of Barton-upon-Irwell 

Trail from Patricroft Railway Station.  £3.  Trains are hourly from Holmes Chapel, as you 

probably noticed above. 
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The latest improvement at Goostrey railway station is the installation of two display    

cabinets. Nature Sign Design placed them in the waiting area on the Manchester to 

Crewe platform because this is where artwork created by pupils at Goostrey             

Community Primary School is exhibited. The cabinets are sealed and lockable so they 

will protect the exhibitions from vandalism and from adverse weather conditions.  Chair 

of FOGS, Dave Roberts was enthusiastic and said ‘They look really impressive’. 

 

Funding for the purchase and installation of the cabinets has come from Sibelco,     

Community Rail and Northern Rail.  Currently Sibelco is excavating high quality sand in 

Goostrey. The company is always keen to play a positive role in the community and 

they provided a significant proportion of the cost. Community Rail regularly provides 

money for volunteer groups who are improving their local stations. Our Community Rail 

officer said that ‘the long standing relationship between FOGS and the local Primary 

School is outstanding’ and it has been ‘the basis of several awards, both regionally and 

nationally’.  Through their donation, Northern Rail is continuing their support for 

Goostrey station.  FOGS members plan to have small plaques near the cabinets which 

will acknowledge the generosity of all three donors. 

 

For the last nine years there have been a series of displays of artwork at Goostrey        

station.  Soon after FOGS was formed in 2012, Cyril Caulkin suggested the project to 

deputy headteacher Becky Cowell and she has always been the driving force behind 

the exhibitions. FOGS members are delighted that the displays encourage residents, 

particularly parents, to visit the station.  And everyone celebrated when the creativity 

helped the primary school to achieve Artsmark Gold. 

 

Themes for the displays have ranged from Going Places to the Queen’s 90th             

birthday.  In 2014, our annual Arts festival Goosfest included the display called          

Rainbows in an Art Trail.  Two years later, Jodrell Bank telescope featured in Star        

Gazing.  A nativity play called Holly from the Bongs by local author Alan Garner was 

celebrated in another exhibition. In 2017, when pupils and teachers from                         

Elizabethfontein school in South Africa visited Goostrey, children from different          

backgrounds worked together to decorate a float for the Rose Day procession; and 

afterwards the creations were displayed at the station. One of the best displays in 2018 

was inspired by Edward Lear’s poem The owl and the pussy cat.  

A few months later, a more serious creation called Remembrance commemorated the 

centenary of the end of World War 1. 

 
 

ANOTHER IMPROVEMENT AT GOOSTREY RAILWAY STATION 

FOGS members Megan and George Dingle        

admire the rainbow display during a      

working party 



17 

NEWS 

 

Comments from passengers include : 

 

•     Lovely to read whilst waiting for the train 

•     Top marks for display and presentation 

•     I wish our school did this 

• Really enjoyed the positive messages and the beautiful pictures! Well done        

Students & Staff!                        

•     Just what the community needs during such trying times. This cheered me up 

    

Have you thought about becoming a Friend of Goostrey Station?  Our monthly working 

parties have started again and new members are always welcome to join us.  Some 

people sweep, some tend the plants and others bring their DIY skills.  There are jobs to 

be done at home too, such as negotiating the purchase and installation of a bike 

rack.  You can find out more about FOGS from our website 

friendsofgoostreystation.org . You can also talk to Dave Roberts (chair) on 01477 544779 

or Craig Sidebotham (vice chair) on 07526 704218. 
 

Writing and models inspired by the 

poem The Owl and the Pussy Cat 

Arthur Lamb from Goostrey British 

Legion adds his appreciation of                           

Remembrance to the                 

comments book 

http://friendsofgoostreystation.org
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