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A month of our “different” life has gone by and we are all 

wondering what the next month will bring. Will there be 

some relaxation of lockdown that allows us to see family 

members in the flesh rather than on a screen? Will more 

people be able to go back to work and earn money? 

These are probably things we hope for realistically - rather 

than the freedom to jet off for an adventure abroad, as 

that possibility is probably a long way down the line! 

 

The March edition of the Community Newsletter was full of 

events to come – meetings, cinema screening, concerts. The April edition was           

apologetic for having to cancel all those and the Calendar section was dropped. There 

will be no Calendar in this edition either but at least we have put away the Tippex as, for 

the foreseeable future, public events have become private affairs courtesy of the         

internet – to participate in from the comfort of your own sofa when it suits you. Will this 

change the way we do things in the longer term?  

 

We hope that you have consulted our website which Peter Whiers, our Project Officer, 

has packed with useful information: how to take care of yourself during the pandemic, 

where, when and how to shop locally, plus maps of places to walk and cycle to get     

exercise and fresh air. 
 

This edition of the Newsletter contains a variety of articles which 

show that there is still life in Holmes Chapel! The Parish Council and 

the PCSO have matters to report as does the History Group        

preparing materials for a VE Day exhibition.  A couple of members 

of our team have devised a quiz (see pages 22-25) to engage 

your brain during your daily walk – challenge someone to do the 

quiz and see who is the most observant! Or if you are confined to 

barracks, who knows their village best. To give you time (and so 

that you don’t cheat!) we will publish answers on the website after 

the Bank Holiday weekend. You can arrange your own prizes – 

luckily for us social distancing rules make giving prizes tricky! 

 

 

Finally, nobody can have any complaints about the weather over the past month – it 

has been glorious. Nature has flourished while we have been restricted – and possibly 

because we have been restricted. The warm sunny weather cannot last but there are 

benefits of the lockdown that it would be lovely to have for the future – people out and 

about on foot and on bikes instead of in cars, people supporting local food producers 

and shops instead of spending their money with the big supermarkets, and clearer air 

because there is less traffic on the roads and in the skies. If we want these positives to 

continue when something approaching normal life resumes, it is up to us – we need        

literally to vote with our feet! 

 
Hazel Sutcliffe and the Team 

Do you know where this is? 

 

 

Have you spotted this in your walks around Holmes Chapel? 
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SPOTLIGHT ON… Charities 

 

 

CHOCOLATE COFFEE MORNING 
We know that several different charities are supported by many in our community      

but maybe the last fund raising event before ‘lock down’ was the                              

Chocolate Coffee Morning……. 

 

It was 19 years ago that Ann Stafford, whilst staying 

with her mother in Wales, read the book Chocolat by 

Joanne Harris and remarked to her husband                

"I wonder if this would work?" 

 

At that time Ann was an enthusiastic member of the 

local NSPCC committee and it was decided that, just 

after Christmas and before Lent started we would    

appeal to people to donate left over chocolates 

from their Christmas and hold a coffee morning.  The chocolates received were put in 

a Tombola draw and the largest into a raffle. 

 

It proved a great success and the NSPCC committee held a chocolate coffee morning 

annually until it was taken over by the Hospice committee, on which Ann was an active 

member. 

 

Three years ago the Hospice committee felt they could no longer make the              

commitment to run this coffee morning and as it was too good a fundraising effort to 

miss it was taken over by a group of us.   The NSPCC had always been a cause close to 

my heart.  Fortunately, I had never had any personal reasons to be involved with the 

charity, but it has always been my wish that every child born should be born into a  

happy home where they are loved and cared for. 

 

The chocolate coffee morning now supports four charities – NSPCC, Cystic Fibrosis, 

Downs Syndrome and Junior Diabetes  and more often than not at the end of the 

Chocolate coffee morning we are also able to donate remaining biscuits to the       

community coffee mornings, Barnabus (homeless charity) and Brinnington church         

(a Church twinned with St Luke’s supporting the less fortunate).  

 

The NSPCC runs a wide range of services and campaigns that help children across this 

region, because abuse and neglect can happen to any child, in any family, in any 

home.  The local service centres help children and families recover from abuse and   

neglect as well as preventing such suffering in the future.  The NSPCC School's Service 

helps local primary school children understand how to recognise and protect         

themselves from abuse.  For those children who may be suffering in silence, they run 

Childline and the NSPCC helpline; together these two helplines offer the chance for 

every child to speak out and every adult the chance to help save them from harm. 

 

The date for next year’s chocolate coffee morning is 30th January 2021 

Please remember we will accept any, in date and unopened chocolates 

Look out for the posters!  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Ann Jack 
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CYSTIC FIBROSIS 
Cystic fibrosis (CF) is a life-limiting genetic condition affecting 

more than 10,500 people in the UK.  You are born with CF 

and cannot catch it later in life, but one in 25 of us carries the 

faulty gene that causes it, usually without knowing.  If both 

parents carry the faulty gene there is a one in four chance 

that their child will be a sufferer. 

 

People with cystic fibrosis experience a build-up of thick sticky mucus in the lungs,        

digestive system and other organs, causing a wide range of challenges affecting the 

entire body throughout their life.  

 

Since my granddaughter was diagnosed with the condition four years ago, I have been 

selling hand-made greetings cards around the village to raise money for the                 

development of drugs which may alleviate some of the symptoms.  The only hope of a 

cure seems to be gene editing, which is unlikely to happen in our lifetime.      
 

Anne Hargreaves  

 

DOWN SYNDROME SUPPORT GROUP  
Cheshire Down Syndrome Support Group is a small local charity 

that was established in 2007 by a group of Cheshire mums who 

all had babies with Down Syndrome. I discovered the group in 

2014 shortly after Alba was born and have been so grateful for 

their support ever since.  Initially we attended 'Cheeky Monkeys' 

their monthly pre-school playgroup where I met an amazing 

group of friends but more than this we shared top tips and        

received advice from members of CDSSG.  I knew I had found a 

fabulous group and was so pleased to be able to support them 

through various fundraising events including the Holmes Chapel 

Chocolate Morning. 
 

CDDSG have been there for us from the start but more recently 

they have also supported Holmes Chapel Primary School as they prepared for Alba to 

join reception by providing training, visits and advice to staff. CDSSG have a forest 

school over summer, set up regular family events, parent nights out, and events for 

grandparents to join in the celebrations.   

 

There is a CDSSG football team and Dance group and other social events for                

individuals with Down Syndrome. It’s not just about the fun stuff though, the team        

provide wide ranging support.  As a small charity they have the ability to be flexible and 

adjust to meet the needs of the families and people they support even during the tough 

times.   As with many small charities they are struggling with the current impact of COVID

-19 so all support is critical to their continued ability to provide the amazing service that 

we are so used to. 

 
Vicky Woodham 

 

 SPOTLIGHT ON… Charities 

 

http://support.As
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JDRF - JUNIOR DIABETES RESEARCH FUND 
Type 1 Diabetes is a chronic, life-threatening and lifelong 

condition.    It is caused by a defect in the immune system 

and, unlike Type 2 Diabetes, is not a result of lifestyle. It      

cannot currently be prevented.  Just to stay alive, people 

with this condition rely on daily insulin injections (or pump   

infusions) and finger prick blood tests.   Insulin is not the cure 

and people with the condition could still face future        

complications. 

 

JDRF work to raise the profile of the condition with            

Government and decision makers.  They are working           

towards a cure and with fundraising and education all     

money raised each year is spent on research projects which 

will hopefully bring them closer to a cure. 

 

The new technology which is now available is an absolute godsend to Parents/Carers of 

our young people with Type 1 Diabetes.   It also gives children, like my granddaughter, 

confidence to manage their blood count regularly and also gives them a bit more    

freedom.  Without monies coming into Research these advances cannot take place. 

I make and sell knitted baby jackets and blankets for this cause but also at the          

chocolate coffee morning I was able to increase the fund raising by making Scottish 

Tablet. This year I was able to send the Research Fund £350.00. 

 

If you would like me to knit something for a baby in your family, please ask – that is if I 

can find wool in these strange times!   If I happen to know you enjoy my Scottish tablet 

you may find a little packet on your doorstep for a treat during ‘lockdown’! 

 
Pat Macmaster 
 

GUIDE DOGS 
Guide Dogs exists to provide life-changing services to   

the 360,000 people who are registered blind or partially   

sighted, and the two million people in the UK living with 

sight loss. 

  

The Holmes Chapel Fundraising group, which includes 

Congleton and Alsager, is a dedicated group of          

volunteer fundraisers. The group includes a number of 

blind and partially-sighted guide dog users who know   

first-hand the tremendous contribution made by the Guide Dogs organisation.  Some of 

these supporters are ‘puppy walkers’, volunteers who give up their time to raise guide 

dogs from small puppies to maturity, equipping them with the skills and behaviours to 

prepare them formal guide dog training, prior to being ‘paired’.  Some supporters       

provide a home for those retired guide dogs that, after several years of service, have 

completed their tour of duty.   

  

/cont... 

 SPOTLIGHT ON… Charities 
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 SPOTLIGHT ON… Charities 

ST LUKE’S HOSPICE HOLMES CHAPEL SUPPORT GROUP 

Holmes Chapel Support Group was established in 1984, before the Hos-

pice even existed, as part of the fund-raising effort across            Mid-

Cheshire to raise the money to build the Hospice. Over the years since 

then, the group has raised around £300,000 from all sorts of events – 

Coffee Mornings, Concerts, Street Collections, Raffles etc – and from 

countless donations from the people of Holmes Chapel – Golden Wed-

dings, other celebrations, garden openings etc. – for which we are very 

grateful indeed. 

 

This year, because of the current situation, many fund-raising events are not taking 

place, but there are 2 really good ways in which you can support the Hospice – the    

Annual Car Raffle and by joining the Lottery. 

 
CAR RAFFLE 

Each year, with the amazing support of Cliff Dickinson & Sons of Winsford, the Hospice 

has had a brand new car to raffle -you may have seen us selling tickets in the village in 

previous years. This year the prize is a brand new Ford Fiesta, and tickets are just £1 each. 

If you go to the Hospice website www.slhospice.co.uk  you can buy tickets online – you 

might just win this new car for £1 to lift your spirits in the autumn! 
 

HOSPICE LOTTERY 

Another great way to support the Hospice is to subscribe to the lottery, which since 1994 

has grown to be St Luke’s biggest single source of income, having raised £11 million – 

equal to 1 whole week of in-patient care EVERY MONTH! It costs just £1 a week for each 

number – paid quarterly online – so for the price of a couple of drinks you could have 5 

chances of winning one of the 35 prizes every week. To sign up, call 01606 553553 or 

email lottery@slhospice.co.uk  

 

If you want to find out more about the group or help with our fundraising please contact 

me. 

 

Dennis Eborall, Support Group Chairman      01477 532407 or dmeborall@hotmail.com  

The group also includes supporters who may or may not have had involvement with the 

Guide Dogs organisation in these ways, but remain committed to help the organisation 

help those who need the benefits a guide dog can bring. 

  

We undertake a range of activities to raise funds for Guide Dogs in order to provide and 

support trained dogs to the visually impaired.  Amongst these are: street collections, 

store collections and collection boxes, talks and presentations, coffee mornings and 

market stalls, such as at the Holmes Chapel Christmas Market, and we have a selection 

of Guide Dog branded merchandise, ideal for small gifts.   
  

If you would like to help us raise funds, please go to https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/ and 

get in touch. 

http://www.slhospice.co.uk
mailto:lottery@slhospice.co.uk
mailto:dmeborall@hotmail.com
https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/
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 NEWS 

HOLMES CHAPEL PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

 

 

Councillor Rab Parry 
 

Rab Parry was elected to 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council                        

in May 1980, 40 years ago.   

 

Over this time he has served as chairman 

twice, in 1989/90 and 1996/97 and been very 

active in many other positions on council 

committees. His contribution to Parish     

Council business and   activities over this 

long period has been extensive and his local 

knowledge is of great use to the council. 

  

During this time he has also shown great           

commitment to other organisations including 

the Cheshire Brine Subsidence                  

Compensation Board, Cheshire County 

Adoption Panel, Manchester Airport         

Consultative Committee and Cheshire   

Community Action. 

 

 

This is in addition to having served as a school governor for Holmes Chapel               

Comprehensive School and had various roles as an elected member for Congleton 

Borough and Cheshire County Councils. 

  

Rab’s public service is exemplified by the time and effort he has given to faithfully serve 

others and is incredible. 

  

The Parish Council want to thank him publicly for all his hard work and faithful service.  

 

Despite the difficulties of these current times, we want to take a moment to reflect on 

all he has contributed and achieved over the last 40 years. He has given so much to 

not only the people of Holmes Chapel, but the many organisations who have also    

benefitted from his wisdom and service – thank you Rab and congratulations from us 

all. 

 

 

 

  
Brian Bath 

Chairman 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council 

April 2020 
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 NEWS 

NEWS FROM DANE VALLEY POLICE 

Hello, I am your local community support officer for                      

Dane Valley – PCSO Liz Chesters. 

 

We would like to start this month’s article by saying a big 

thank you to our community and residents for doing 

their part and staying at home during the current      

lockdown measures.  

 

As your local Community Team we have been on foot 

patrol in the villages and keeping a visible presence to 

help and guide people during these unprecedented times.  

 

We have had a new  member of the team join us, PC Stuart Hatton who has taken the 

role of beat manager within Dane Valley. PC Hatton has been a response officer for 

many years responding to emergency calls, and is now looking to use his knowledge 

and experience to tackle long term problems within our community. 

 

We have had a lot of residents contact us concerned about potential breaches of the 

current guidelines set by the Government. We're seeking to resolve situations where 

people appear to be, or are, contravening the government advice on physical social 

distancing and the stay at home measures, without resorting to enforcement and        

issuing fines.  

 

Therefore we are asking that you please only tell us about something if you feel there is 

a significant issue or serious breach of the restrictions. We are also asking that you report 

this through our new online form on the Cheshire Police website. This is to help reduce 

the demand on calls that we are receiving in our Force Contact Centre.  

 

As we cannot hold our weekly community meetings as usual, we are also holding an 

online surgery on the Sandbach Police Twitter and Facebook social media pages. This is 

held once a week and the dates are published on these accounts in advance. You can 

then speak to one of our officers and ask any questions you may have. 

 

If you are also interested in more of our activity and advice during this time, then please 

follow us on social media where we are able to speak directly to you, as our              

community,  about incidents and crimes we are finding in the area. Your local officers 

social media pages are ‘Dane Valley Police’ for Facebook and ‘@DaneValleyPol’ for 

our Twitter account. You can also contact us via Crewe.LPU@Cheshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Once again, to each and every one of you that is helping us and your community to 

stay safe, thank you.   

 

 

mailto:Crewe.LPU@Cheshire.pnn.police.uk
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 NEWS 
 

PROJECT OFFICER’S BLOG - MAY 2020 

 

After 5 weeks of lockdown the world feels like a quite different place, 

but we were blessed with some excellent April weather which has 

helped us to get out into our gardens and generally lift our spirits.     

 

Our recruitment of the Coronavirus Response Volunteers working under the direction of 

the Parish Council has continued, and at the time of writing this blog, we have had 111 

people sign-up through the Partnership website. This is a fantastic achievement for 

Holmes Chapel, and it demonstrates how quickly things can be achieved when we     

assess our needs, make plans, and then implement what is needed at a local level.   

 

If you would like to volunteer go to our home page www.hcpartnership.org.uk and click 

on the ‘Your Village Needs You’ icon. But if you are one of those people who needs     

assistance then call the Parish Council on H/C 533934 or 07484 904899. 

 

Getting out and about 

 

Being confined to four walls for weeks on end has been a challenge to both mind and 

body, but being allowed to leave the house and confines of our garden has been a 

great relief. For my wife and I, this has mainly comprised of bicycle rides out of the village 

using the now very quiet main and country roads which surround Holmes Chapel.  

 

I have to confess that we have come to cycling very late, but as keen caravaners, we 

decided to buy a couple of folding bikes last year, that fit neatly into the back of our car. 

It is also quite amazing how you see things for the first time travelling at 8mph, which you 

have flashed past in the car for the last 30+years. 

 

Not getting out 

 

I am very aware, that our village has a large number of people who have been advised 

to ‘Not go out for 12 weeks’, due to an existing medical condition or simply being 70 

years old or over.  

 

The supermarkets have struggled to meet home delivery demands in many cases,         

although I am aware that many are continuing to recruit more staff to cater for the         

increased demand for home delivery.  

 

All of these large organisations have the means and resources to communicate to their 

customers through, their websites, TV advertising and the press. However, the task is       

infinitely more difficult for our local shops, restaurants and bars, but it has not stopped 

them adapting their businesses to meet the needs of their local customers.  

 

 

 

http://www.hcpartnership.org.uk
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To assist our local businesses to reach the people of Holmes Chapel the Partnership 

has created a website page that features as many businesses as we are aware of, 

who are continuing to offer a service. You can access this page by going to our 

home page www.hcpartnership.org.uk and clicking on the icon called ‘Business & 

Support Services’.  
 

 

In addition to the ‘Business & Support Services’  

page, we have also created a Food Delivery List 

of local businesses who are offering to deliver 

fresh food or takeaway meals. So if you are stuck 

at home in addition to various options on fruit 

and veg deliveries, you can still order a few pints 

of real ale, an Italian meal or perhaps pre-order 

a Thai takeaway, all of which can be delivered 

to your door. Again, go to our website and click 

on the icon called ‘Food Delivery Service’. 

 

Our Village after Lockdown 

 

It is now expected that we will begin to come out of lockdown during May, but for 

all of us things will still be very strange. However, there will be a continued need to 

support those that are required to remain isolated. Local businesses will also need 

support , many of which have been closed for over 6 weeks. We all need to think 

about what Holmes Chapel would be like without our local shops, so when the 

shops open, let’s use them whilst following the government guidelines. 

 

Stay safe. 

 
Peter Whiers 

Project Officer 

Projects@hcpartnership.org.uk 

HOLMES CHAPEL PLANT SALE 
 

Unfortunately the Village Plant Sale has now had to be 

cancelled for this year.  We tried very hard to find a way 

to keep it going but with the lockdown extension for     

another 3 weeks and a message from our supplier saying 

that about a third of our plant varieties would be          

unavailable, we have had to make this very sad            

decision. 

 

Anyone who paid for their plants with cash will have it   

returned. Cheques have not been cashed and will now 

be destroyed. If you have any queries please call Nicola 

on 07732 262752. 

 NEWS 

 

  

http://www.hcpartnership.org.uk
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VE DAY 75th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONS 

FRIDAY 8th MAY 

 

Unfortunately due to the current crisis, plans for commemorating the 

75th Anniversary of VE Day had to be cancelled. However, please listen to 

Dane Sound Community Radio who are creating a programme of music, 

interviews and more to mark the occasion. www.danesound.com  

Please keep an eye out for an updated list of programmes which will be                      

published nearer the day. 

  

Some key timings to note: 
 

2.55pm: The playing of the Last Post 

  
3pm: The piping of Battle’s O’er and VE 75 Years 

  
3pm: The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WW II 

 

We would like to encourage you all to still take part in the Nation’s Toast from the safety 

of your homes to pay tribute to the many millions in the United Kingdom and overseas 

who sacrificed so much to secure the freedom we have today. We would invite you 

stand at 3pm and raise a glass or cup of refreshment of your choice and undertake the 

following toast: “For those that gave so much, we thank you.” This will be the first time 

such a tribute has ever taken place so please encourage others to join in from their own 

homes. 

  
6.55pm: The Cry for Peace Around the World. 

  
Coronavirus Community Support for Holmes Chapel: 

 

The Parish Council is delighted that over 100 people have signed up to be volunteers to 

provide practical support to residents living in the village. Our thanks go to the           

Partnership for working with the Parish Council to help recruit volunteers, as well as those 

who are making such a difference to people living in the village through your hard work 

volunteering.  

 

If you live in Holmes Chapel and would like to volunteer please go to https://

www.hcpartnership.org.uk/coronavirus-response and sign up! Thank you! 

  

If you are a resident of Holmes Chapel and need help with some errands such as      

shopping, prescription collection or simply want someone to talk to, please contact the 

Parish Office on 01477 533 934. The Support Line is open 9am until 1pm Mondays to     

Saturdays. Please leave a message outside these times and we will call you back. We 

will link you up with one of our volunteers who can then provide some support to you. 

  

 

 NEWS 

http://www.danesound.com/
https://www.hcpartnership.org.uk/coronavirus-response
https://www.hcpartnership.org.uk/coronavirus-response
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Other Support Services: 

 
Cheshire East Council 

Cheshire East Council have a support service called ‘People Helping People’. You can 

sign up for support or offer support by clicking on this link: https://

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/coronavirus/

cheshire-east-people-helping-people.aspx 

 

Alternatively, you can contact Cheshire East Council on 0300 123 5034 to register your 

information with a customer service operative. 

  
Cheshire and Wirral Partnership (CWP) 

CWP have a Mental Health Line available to anyone requiring mental health support in 

Cheshire and the Wirral. Please call 0300 303 3972. This line is open 24 hours 7 days a 

week. 

  
Other Parish Council News: 

 

Dane Meadow path improvements 

Further work has recently been completed to prevent pathways from being damaged 

by flooding. Sleepers have been embedded into an inclined path which was prone to 

being washed away. The sleepers will direct the water away from the path, preventing 

damage to the path surface in future. 
  

A new place to sit 

For a while now, residents have been asking for a bus stop on Chester Road, opposite 

the existing bus stop close to Brookfield Drive. Whilst our local authority has no funding 

available for a new bus stop, we have instead provided a new bench, with paving to 

allow easy access on and off of the bus. 

 

We are sorry that at present, the bench cannot really be used, but hope it will be a nice 

place to wait for the bus in coming months, or another spot to watch the world go by. 

We have chosen a low maintenance recycled plastic bench which will look good for 

many years to come. 

  
Lottery Funding for a new Play Area 

We are delighted to have received a grant of £10k from the National Lottery Awards for 

All Grant Scheme towards creating a new play area in the land off Strathmore Close. 

The Parish Council are match-funding this in order to create a nice play area for          

residents.  

 

This play area will not be created until it is safe to do so, but we hope it is something that 

families can look forward to using once this National Emergency is over. Our grateful 

thanks to the National Lottery for this generous grant. 

  

 

 NEWS 

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/coronavirus/cheshire-east-people-helping-people.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/coronavirus/cheshire-east-people-helping-people.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/coronavirus/cheshire-east-people-helping-people.aspx
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 NEWS 

 

The Second World War had been going 

on since 1939 and the world had 

changed even for people in the relatively 

remote village of Holmes Chapel. Many 

men and women had joined the services 

and left the area. However, unlike the First 

World War the community at home was 

very much involved in the war machine. 

 

The wallpaper factory was now             

producing munitions which were stored 

at a Royal  Army Ordinance Corps depot 

along   Manor Lane. There was an airfield at Cranage from which flying missions          

attacking enemy aircraft took place. In Byley there was a factory where Wellington 

Bombers were constructed. There were troops billeted in the village; evacuees living 

with families; American servicemen had stayed at the Hermitage and Sandiford        

Cottage; Italian and German POWs had stayed at the Bull and Sandiford Cottage; and 

people were subject to rationing, growing their own food, and even grass verges were 

ploughed up to "Dig for Victory". 

 

And then on May 7th 1945 reports came through on the wireless that the war in Europe 

was over and VE Day was declared for Tuesday May 8th. Not many people are now 

alive who can remember that day in Holmes Chapel but we have learnt that it was a 

day of spontaneous celebration centred on the Good Companions Hotel which was 

on the site of Lovell Court in the centre of the village. This was a brand new hotel only 

opened just before the war and had a large car park at the front. This became the     

location for drinking and dancing well into the night. A band played from a flat bed 

trailer which had been brought along.  

 

There are reports of flags displayed around the village but sadly no photographs have 

been found to confirm this. No doubt it was more important to celebrate than take 

photographs.  

 

Following a day of celebration, apart from thanksgiving services and peels of bells, it 

appears life went back to normal and people gradually adjusted to peace time         

although rationing continued and in fact became more severe in the years to come. 

This may have influenced the Parish Council who decided not to support the Victory 

Celebrations planned for June 1946 proposed by the government. Clearly for the         

village of Holmes Chapel one day of celebration was enough. 

 

We would love to have included a photo of Holmes Chapel celebrating and maybe 

you have one in the album you could let us see. This photo at least illustrates the       

general mood on the day.  

HOLMES CHAPEL ON VE DAY 1945 



14 

 

 

Like many others in the community, the U3A Local History 

Group has had to put some of its plans for the                    

commemoration of the 75th anniversary of VE Day on hold, 

though there are hopes that some aspects can still go 

ahead around the time of the Bank Holiday on 8th May.  

 

Interest in the local history of the area during the Second 

World War followed on from the two very successful                  

exhibitions mounted by the Group to mark the centenaries 

of the start and end of the First World War and the creation 

of pen portrait summaries of the lives and careers of those 

who gave their lives. 

 

Work began on the next project almost immediately and has continued alongside     

other interests, making it possible to contribute to the VE Day 75th in a number of ways.  

 

Pen portraits of the WW2 fallen were researched and will be displayed in the form of a 

banner on the church railings as on previous occasions. Members interviewed the few 

local people who were here during the War and who gave fascinating (and                 

interlocking) accounts of what went on. A special mention must be given to Rod   

Cameron and his wife Cath, who did several of the interviews and much of the             

research using a wide range of sources including wartime newspapers. Rod has kindly 

agreed to share some of his extensive knowledge and is currently recording items 

which will be broadcast on Dane Sound radio in early May.  

 

It is hoped that the temporary information boards intended for display in two central 

locations during the anniversary period will be used later in the year when other          

postponed events are allowed to take place.  

 

To give present day residents an idea of just how much the War affected the lives of 

their predecessors, a double sided professionally produced leaflet has been produced 

with grant support from the Parish Council. One side identifies sites in the village of      

importance, enabling walkers to devise their own “wartime walks”; the other covers a 

radius of about four miles from the centre and should help walkers, cyclists and drivers 

to discover more. It is hoped to distribute the leaflet as soon (and as safely) as possible, 

but as yet it is unclear when this might be.  

 

Finally, read the LHG article on VE Day celebrations in Holmes Chapel in 1945,           

published here and in the Villages Mag. Like all of our previous articles, this will be       

uploaded on to our website www.holmeschapelhistory.co.uk  (or follow the link from 

the U3A website) as will the text and images from the leaflet after the print version is   

distributed.  
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In preparation for the VE Day   

Commemorations and                 

Celebrations which were going to 

be held in our village on 8 May,     

students at the Comprehensive 

School had planned to make a 

‘film of memories’.   Alas, the        

current situation means the 

planned events will not be         

happening however Betty Hall and 

Janet Ford were able to be          

interviewed and filmed by the     

students before ‘lock down’.  The 

students had prepared a series of 

questions for the ladies but there were no uncomfortable silences as the conversation 

flowed and the students were kept enthralled as they chatted to Betty and Janet and 

tried to imagine life over seventy years ago. 

 

It is not quite the same as a live presentation but Betty and Janet gave their, very         

different, memories of being a child during the war and on VE Day.  

 
Betty writes,  

‘I came from the North East from Washington, which is situated six miles from Sunderland 

and six miles from Newcastle upon Tyne.  The towns, famous for ship building meant that 

many bombs fell in this area; and the warning sirens to take cover and a different sound 

for the ‘all clear’ were familiar sounds through the days and nights.  I have a special 

memory of being at school and being asked to carry the lantern and  lead the way to 

the shelter.  I felt very important! 

 

Food was rationed and a small ration book, each page being divided into four sections 

allowing 2oz butter and 1 or 2 eggs per week.  Eventually came powdered egg, horrid 

but better than nothing. 

 

I remember my 5th birthday with a jam swiss roll for my cake and one guest, Maureen 

Thompson with whom I kept contact until two years ago. 

 

My father worked in the coal mine and during any free time he was an air raid           

protection officer.  This job meant that he had to walk up and down the street ensuring 

all was black, not even a chink of light through a door or window.  One night I asked my 

father whether I could go with him, he said, yes and on that occasion I saw, in the sky, 

tiny coloured lights; asking what they were, he told me they were ammunition bullets 

from a shot down aeroplane. 

 

My mother was a shrewd woman who made a pact with the local fish and chip shop.  

We did not use much sugar but they did, so exchanging sugar, we received lard. 

The butcher was the only one who had a freezer and he also sold frozen strawberries. 

 

 

 NEWS 
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I had three uncles, one still worked in the coal mine, one joined the army and the third 

one, the navy. On his return from the Far East, the naval uncle brought my mother yards 

of royal blue silk, from which she made curtains.  This uncle was a look alike of Danny 

Kaye, an old time favourite star, with blue eyes and blond hair. 

 

On VE Day I enjoyed a street party – this is a treasured photograph.’ 
 

Janet writes – 

‘Being diagnosed with scarlet fever, I was in an isolation hospital for six weeks during 

which time war had been declared.  I was expecting a big fuss as we were at war but in 

fact on discharge I went to stay with my aunt and uncle on a farm.  It was in a small 

town where only one bomb dropped which fell into a river and only killed one lady. 

 

Living in Melton Mowbray, my father owned a corner shop and a café where people   

visited for lunch.  As a family, we always had food but my father was very fair, we were 

not allowed any food which the customers could not have.  In fact the customers always 

had the best e.g. we never had a full slice of bacon, only the bits off the machine!           

I recall cases of tinned fruit being delivered and fairly shared as people brought in their 

ration coupons.   Meat was bought and allocated in a different way, my father would 

visit the butcher for his allocation; if it was three days worth of mince, he and my mother 

had to be imaginative how this could be served in a variety of ways to the customers 

bearing in mind that each customer was only allowed 1d worth of meat. (not quite sure 

of the value in today’s money!) 

 

I can remember the café was always fun, it was popular as a lunch venue for the local 

bank clerks and I was allowed to sit at the corner of a table eating my lunch however 

before going back for the afternoon school I had to do some washing up!   A bank clerk 

by the name of John Emerson became my first love, I was poorly with tonsillitis and must 

have looked miserable sitting in front of the café fire and John Emerson gave me a 

bunch of snow drops which had been meant for his girl friend.   Along with those          

memories, my family do have a treasured keep sake of John Emerson’s, a snuff box 

which he gave to me mother as he went off to war, with the words, ‘Remember me’.   

John did not return from the War. 

 

Another particular memory was one day seeing the parachutes floating through the sky 

and chasing along the road to find their landing point, one stands out as being stuck in 

a tree. 

 

At the age of 15, just before starting the school certificate exam year, I went off, in a     

lorry, with a group of other students for a two weeks holiday - potato picking! 

 

Sadly, between VE and VJ Day my mother died so the celebrations were rather subdued 

for my family but I do remember being taken to an outdoor service in central square in 

Leicester.  I was overcome by the emotions of the day – was it the end of the war or the 

fact my mother had died? 

 

I also recall a street party for VJ day when my Aunt took great delight in dressing me as a 

Spanish lady complete with mantilla!’ 
 

 NEWS 
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DANE MEADOW UPDATES 

Bird Feeder 
 

One of our Dane Meadow Friends group has kindly donated a 

bird feeder to the Bird Viewing Area. You will remember that 

there was originally a bird hide – basically a fence with     

peepholes – which was vandalised on several occasions and 

subsequently removed.  

 

You now have a clear view of the area – and the bird feeder 

which is proving very popular with small birds.  

If you sit quietly on the log you can see blue tits, great tits and 

long tailed tits within a minute or two. Our kind donor has also 

donated a banquet of bird food – if you feel able to replenish 

the stocks as you walk down there, we would be very grateful! 
 

 

 
 

 

Tree Planting 
 

The trees that were planted seem to be doing well. They are 

coming into leaf – tucked up cosily inside their plastic tree 

guards to protect them from the chilly winds we have been 

experiencing.  

 

Soon they will be heading upwards and instead of a forest of 

canes and plastic tree guards we will be able to see them 

properly! 
 

 

PS. Is any one missing a spade?            

This one seems to have been            

abandoned on the slope! 

 

 
 

Waste Bin 
 

Just a reminder that the contents of the waste bin next to the picnic tables are carried 

up weekly to Daresbury Close to be taken away by Cheshire East. This is all done by     

volunteers – a huge thank you to them as it has really made a big difference to the way 

the Meadow looks. If you (or your dog!) contribute to the contents of the bin and you 

feel you could volunteer to replace the rubbish sack and carry the full one up the hill 

once a month, that would be great! Please get in touch with Hazel Sutcliffe:                      

chairman@hcpartnership.co.uk if you can help us. 

 NEWS 
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 NEWS  
 

 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY COMMUNITY 
 

It certainly doesn’t seem almost a year ago when we were 

opening our sensory garden, visiting John and Linda Clowes’ 

garden or enjoying an afternoon tea with music and art.  They 

were all enjoyable occasions for Holmes Chapel to recognise 

Dementia Action week 2019, with an added bonus of raising 

over £3000 for the Alzheimer’s Society.  More shops, businesses, 

organisations and venues have become aware of making their 

premises and staff friends of dementia.  Thank you to them. 
 

Unfortunately the challenging disease 

of dementia has continued for many in our community during the past 

year and the current lock down has hit very hard because efforts to 

make life a little more enjoyable for those living with dementia have 

been halted in their tracks. We had plans to recognise Dementia        

Action Week May 2020 but it is not to be.  

 

The flourishing Memory Café was the highlight of the week for those 

who  attend and it was always a difficult decision to analyse which was 

the most popular activity – the singing, the skittles, the painting or     

maybe just the opportunity to sit and chat with someone else making a 

cup of coffee.  It is good that so many Holmes Chapel folk volunteer 

their talents to help bring smiles to faces and jog those memories from 

years ago; from pianists to coffee makers, all are very much                 

appreciated.  And during the year, we have welcomed some young 

families, it is great to see how young and ‘not so young’ enjoy each 

other’s company. Fingers crossed we can start to flourish again soon! 

 

Just before ‘lock down’, with the support of the Community Centre, we held the first, of what we 

hope will be many, tea dances.   Initially the idea came for those living with dementia but it was 

soon realised that this would be a popular activity for many in the village and in fact this proved 

to be the case.  It is hoped that an afternoon of ballroom, line and ‘exercise’ dance, along with 

tea and cakes, will be quickly resumed once the current restrictions are lifted.  All are welcome 

to come and see what it is all about on the fourth Friday afternoon of the month. 

 

The Comprehensive School have shown a keen interest in working with the community on a     

dementia project and students have had initial planning meetings with two couples to make 

online books of memories using Microsoft Sway.  Hopefully the couples have used this lock down 

period to do their homework and collect photographs, music and memorabilia which the        

students will put together to produce a treasured collection of memories to give the families     

living with dementia an opportunity to reminisce and share their life stories. 

 

It is probable that many in our village have found these past four weeks of ‘lock down’ difficult 

but for some living with dementia it must be very traumatic but how brilliant that our village has 

shown how we have come together being good neighbours with countless volunteers who are 

bringing not only shopping and prescriptions but caring gestures from ‘something to do’           

activities left on door steps to regular telephone chats.   

 

Holmes Chapel Partnership thanks you for all you do to make Holmes Chapel a caring place to 

live for us all. 

 

dementia.friends@hcpartnership.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:dementia.friends@hcpartnership.org.uk
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 NEWS 
 
 

HOLMES CHAPEL ECUMENICAL CHRISTIAN AID 

GROUP - Christian Aid Week May 2020 

 

“Don’t wash your hands” 
 

Christian Aid faces a huge dilemma this year.  For decades, it has relied on the generous 

donations of the general public to fund its overseas aid and development programmes 

aimed at alleviating poverty and addressing crisis situations.  Last year the total raised 

was in excess of £8m and engaged around 57,000 volunteers.  

 

This year, due to Covid-19, there are no door-to-door collections, but we are still being 

encouraged to donate.  

 

In 2020 the focus is on Kenya, which is experiencing its worst drought in living memory, 

and now has Coronavirus to contend with too.  The prospect is extremely worrying.   

What were we all told to do to combat Coronavirus?  “Wash your hands”.  Well, that’s 

not difficult if you have soap and water.  Christian Aid is helping Kenyan’s to build water 

traps and dams, without which many will die from a basic lack of water and hygiene. 

We remember from Holy Week how when Pontius Pilate could not find any fault in Jesus 

he ‘washed his hands’ claiming to be “innocent of this man’s blood” (Matt 27:24).   

Please let’s not “wash our hands” of the plight of our Kenyan brothers and sisters.  If you 

can, please donate a little something to Christian Aid this year.  

 

Holmes Chapel Ecumenical Christian Aid Group realised that handling cash would not 

be an option in the current situation and have set up a Just Giving page to enable      

supporters to donate online.  

 

The link for the Holmes Chapel Group Just giving page can be found here: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/holmes-chapel-ecumenical-christian-aid-group 

 

The donations will go directly to the central Christian Aid Fund but by using this link,       

we will in due course, be able to give you the normal information about how much has 

been collected locally in Holmes Chapel  for Christian Aid. 

 

We are very conscious indeed that at this unusual time, finances can be difficult and not 

everyone uses a computer. We would like all supporters of Christian Aid to be assured 

that the group will be resuming normal fund raising opportunities as soon as they are    

allowed, but in the meantime, we felt that we had to put some facility in place rather 

than not try at all.  

 

If you have any queries, please speak to Caroline Wood (Holmes Chapel Methodist)  

on 01477 535746 who may be able to advise on other ways to donate if online is not an 

option. 

 

In Love  

 
Holmes Chapel Ecumenical Christian Aid Group 
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 NEWS 

THOUGHTS BY KATE ILES  
 

Tim and I have been walking over the fields to buy milk (in refillable bottles!) from the 

dairy on Twemlow Lane.   It struck me how fortunate we are to be in this part of the 

country.   In contrast to our son, John, who is in one of the worst hotspots in London - 

they have to choose their times to go out for exercise very carefully to avoid the 

crowds.  

 

As we walked over the fields I became aware of the birdsong, the hum of tractors and 

the cows gently mooing.  These are all sounds which I certainly take for granted and 

are lost in the noise and general bustle of normal life.   The silence was very powerful 

and peaceful.   It’s almost as if we are all pausing for a while and giving our beautiful 

planet some breathing space to recover from all the damage and pollution we          

humans create. 

 

Anyway this poem came to mind. 

 

Whilst many wonderful people are working so hard in our vital services for which I am so 

grateful, many of us for whatever reason are in isolation and enforced leisure, 

perhaps a positive way of thinking about this time? 

 
Leisure 

By William Henry Davies 

 

What is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

 

No time to stand beneath the boughs 

And stare as long as sheep or cows. 

 

No time to see, when woods we pass, 

Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass. 

 

No time to see, in broad daylight, 

Streams full of stars, like skies at night. 

 

No time to turn at Beauty's glance, 

And watch her feet, how they can dance. 

 

No time to wait till her mouth can 

Enrich that smile her eyes began. 

 

A poor life this if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 
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There will be a variety of responses to the question ‘How are you filling your days during 

lockdown?’  No doubt there will be a great contrast between those who are able to 

go out for exercise to those who have received ‘a letter’ and need to remain indoors.  

Whatever your situation, there is no denying the beautiful weather must have eased 

the anxieties  caused by these unprecedented times and of course, along with the fact 

of how fortunate we are to be living in Holmes Chapel or the surrounding area.  
 

For those who have been able to take exercise, the daily walks or bike rides around the 

estates and nearby countryside have been enhanced by the beautifully kept gardens, 

the children’s art work, and the abundance of wild flowers and flowering trees.  From 

our windows and gardens, the clear blue skies, the butterflies and the variety of bird 

song which is more audible without the traffic sounds, must brighten any day. 
 

Our quiz below can be followed if you are one of the fortunate ones able to walk or 

ride around the village or for those indoors, hopefully you will be able to picture how 

parts of our village are looking and recognise some of the sights. 
 

Where can you find these historical land marks in Holmes Chapel?  Do you know their 

history? 

 A QUIZ FOR HOLMES CHAPEL IN LOCKDOWN 

Thank you to the young people, as well as to the ‘young at heart’ for giving us some 

smiles, and possible additional exercise, as houses, windows and gardens have been 

decorated to brighten us all and say ‘Thank you’ to the NHS. 

What is the name of this               

elephant?  Which author wrote 

these children’s books? 

The colours of the 

rainbow can be 

seen throughout 

our village.  

‘Somewhere over 

the rainbow’ is a 

famous song from 

which film? 

From which 

time in  history 

does this 

game         

originate? 
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 A QUIZ FOR HOLMES CHAPEL IN LOCKDOWN 

Where can you spot these whilst you are out and about or are they already familiar 

sights to you? 

Some of the tree blossom and flowers growing in abundance in the Dane Meadow, can 

you name them?     
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A QUIZ FOR HOLMES CHAPEL IN LOCKDOWN 

Can you match the        

butterflies? 

 

Tortoiseshell 

Peacock 

Orange tip 

Gate keeper 

Small white 

 

These birds have all been spotted or heard from gardens or on walks during ‘lock 

down’.  Have you seen or heard the same ones?  Have fun with the anagrams!  

hodlfnigc tteiulb nhcfciahf fifhcahcff 

etagtrit eennirgcfh bnori kaldbbric 

 Butterflies have been keeping us company in our gardens and on our walks 
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And finally, how many of these roads in Holmes Chapel have you walked along?  

 A QUIZ FOR HOLMES CHAPEL IN LOCKDOWN 

Waters of the Blue Bird 

  

Patron Saint of Scotland 

  

King Canute’s namesake 

  

Adam and Eve’s garden 

  

Roasting over an open fire 

  

Made by Brunel 

  

A small land holding 

  

This shape has four sides all the same length 

  

In order to support our community, on behalf of Holmes Chapel Partnership, I am setting 

up a book and jigsaw exchange scheme.  Although a lot of people use electronic       

readers these days, a lot of our residents still like to read a physical book.  If you have    

paperback novels that you have read please think about donating them for others to 

read.  I live at 1 Riverside Crescent, CW4 7NR and you can leave them outside my        

garage door or I can call round and collect them.  

 

I am also going to take in jigsaws. Please only donate/lend if they have all their pieces.    

If you would like these back put your name and address in the lid and I will return them to 

you after lockdown ends.  Donations can also be left at The Parish Council Office in 

Church Walk. 

 

All books and jigsaws will be dated on donation and will be quarantined for 72 hours.  If 

you would like to collect some for anyone you are looking after, or for yourself, please 

call round or email me on teresamcfarquhar@gmail.com.  I hope this will be operational 

by Saturday but donations are being accepted from today. 

 
Teresa McFarquhar 

BOOK & JIGSAW EXCHANGE 

  

mailto:teresamcfarquhar@gmail.com

