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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

From the Holmes Chapel Partnership team! 
 

January 2020 sees the launch of our new series “Spotlight on .....” in which we ask all the 

organisations in Holmes Chapel to tell us who they are, why they exist and why you 

should come along and join them! There is an amazing number 

and variety of organisations catering for all possible interests – or 

if your particular interest isn’t already represented maybe you 

could start a new group? We are only too happy to assist!  

 

The factual information concerning these organisations is            

already listed on the Holmes Chapel Partnership website and      

also in the Guide but we think a little more insight into what is on 

offer could only be to the advantage of us all. 

 

First up – since it’s not very appealing to be out and about at this 

time of year – are the indoor pursuits of Bridge and Chess. They offer the chance to    

stimulate those grey cells and meet like minded people – what better antidote to the 

gloom outside? 
 

SANTA SLEIGH UPDATE 
Santa and his sleigh are still working tirelessly at the time of 

going to print. Santa has spread much joy among the 

youngest residents of Holmes Chapel and his elves have so 

far collected in excess of £4000 which will be distributed 

amongst local organisations (see below). A full report of   

Santa's doings will appear in our next issue. 

If you were out or didn’t have any cash when we called   

you can now donate to our Just Giving webpage at 

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hcsantasleigh.  All the monies raised will be                

distributed to the organisations listed below who supported the sleigh run: 

Brereton Scouts, Bridge the Gap, Dane Sound Radio,                                                     

Goostrey Scouts,  Holmes Chapel 41 Club, Holmes Chapel Guides,                                                               

Holmes Chapel Photographic Society, Holmes Chapel Pre-School,                                                                   

Holmes Chapel Tangent, Viking Explorer Scout Unit 
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HOLMES CHAPEL BRIDGE CLUB 
 

This club is run by a committee and is formally constituted – 

it held its 34th AGM in 2019 and even puts on a couple of 

parties per year! Members of the club meet every Monday 

evening at St Luke’s Church Hall at 7.15pm to play duplicate 

bridge in a friendly atmosphere. The committee is very keen 

to attract new members and if you happen, for any reason, 

to lack a partner they will do their best to assist you in finding 

one. 

 

A team of 8 from the club plays in the Winter League and is always on the lookout for 

new recruits – contrary to popular belief, it is not scary to play in a team match, the 

standard is not vastly better, and you get nicer biscuits! 

Cost: Membership £5 plus £2 per session 

 

For more information look at the Holmes Chapel Bridge Club website bridgewebs.com/

holmeschapel/   

Or telephone: Ann Bates (01477 537589) Shirley Paddle (01477 532332) 
 

SANDBACH & DISTRICT BRIDGE CLUB 
 

Just to confuse matters this club isn’t based in Sandbach at all! The emphasis is very 

much on the District part of the title. We meet to play duplicate bridge at Cranage     

Village Hall but our membership extends to Congleton, Sandbach, Middlewich,        

Macclesfield and naturally enough Holmes Chapel. We have over fifty members who 

enjoy playing good quality bridge in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere. New players 

and guests are always warmly welcomed and individual players can always be fixed up 

with a partner as an introduction to the club. We are at our tables at 7.15pm every 

Wednesday evening so that we can start playing at 7.30pm. 

 

Cost: Annual subscription £5 plus £2.00 per session for members which includes                            

refreshments.  For more information look at the Sandbach & District Bridge Club website 

bridgewebs.com/sandbach/   

Or telephone: Ann Bates (01477 537589) 
 

VILLAGE BRIDGE CLUB 
 

The Village Bridge Club was formed approximately 20 years ago by a group of local 

people and now meets every Tuesday and Thursday in the upstairs 

room at the Victoria Club in Holmes Chapel.  We play duplicate bridge 

to an intermediate standard, so some experience is needed. It is a 

friendly club and new members will be made most welcome,          

however you do need to come along with a partner.  

 

The sessions start at 9.30am and finish about 12.00.  Joining fees are £5 

per year and we pay £1 each session which includes tea and coffee.  

 

 SPOTLIGHT ON... 
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 SPOTLIGHT ON... 

HOLMES CHAPEL CHESS CLUB 

The club was formed in 1973 when pupils from the local 

schools, having been enthused by their teachers to take 

up chess wanted to get together and play. One of those 

teachers – Doug Barnett is still active in the local leagues. 

The first venue for the chess club was the George &      

Dragon – the original George & Dragon which was cleared 

away to widen the road! For over 20 years we have been 

playing at the Victoria Club.  

 

We field 3 teams in the Stoke League and one in the   

Stockport League which means travelling around a bit to 

places like Marple, Buxton and Stafford. Over the years we 

have won the Championship of both which usually mean 

beating stronger teams. 

 
 

We have also won the      

Cheshire Cup – a magnificent 

piece of work (solid silver    

model of a chess rook which is  

2 foot high!) We won it in 1989 

which was the 100th                

anniversary of the first        

presentation, so that was     

pretty good timing on our part. 

Gary Kasparov even came to 

Cheshire for the event and 

played against some of our 

players. 

 

We have had a few players in 

the club who have been       

recognised by their country – 

one played for Wales in the 

Olympiad and another played 

in the Seniors (over 60 years 

old) We currently have about 

18-20 players in the club and 

we are happy to welcome 

new players whatever their 

strength.  
 

We meet at the Victoria Club on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm. To find out more       

contact: 

  

Ian Bates (01477 537589) 

John Turner (01477 535331) 
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 NEWS  
 

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET 2019 REPORT 
 

After all the rain we have had in recent 

months it seemed miraculous that         

December 1st was sunny and dry for       

setting up the Christmas Market. Graham 

Ashmore transported the stalls from       

Sandbach and a pleasing number of     

volunteers with muscle power turned out 

to erect them around the Co-op car park. 

The firm that provides the lighting got to 

work, as did the volunteers who do the 

sound. The two indoor venues were made 

ready and the stallholders were directed 

to their pitches. The stage was erected, 

the outdoor space was populated by the 

vehicles providing food and drink and     

finally the outdoor stall holders set out 

their wares. To achieve all this in three 

hours requires efficient planning – and 

then of course the whole process has to 

be put in   reverse once the Market is over! Dorothy Davidson and Phil Hargreaves once 

again did a splendid job in pulling the Christmas Market together for you to enjoy but 

thanks must also go to all the volunteers who helped on the day, to the Coop and to 

Steven Docker Associates for allowing the Market to take place on their premises, the 

Church for the use of St Luke’s Church Hall and the Scouts for their Headquarters, to 

Laura Wilson for the stage and for providing her talented performers, to the bellringers 

who rang and the choirs that sang, to Dane Sound Radio and Chris Appleton for       

manning the mics, to Santa Claus for turning up in his sleigh – the list is endless. 

 

Holmes Chapel Partnership has run this event since 2012 and everyone seems to agree 

that it is a great asset in bringing the community together at Christmas. The Partnership is 

run by volunteers who make no money out of this event either personally or as an         

organisation. We do it because we believe in the positive power of a cohesive          

community – we want to ensure that old and young, long established and more recently 

arrived residents all have the possibility to mix and make contacts and feel as though 

they belong. 

 

We are already looking towards December 6th 2020 (these things don’t just happen!)     

As this is a community event, it is also your event, so if there is something you think you 

would like to do, a suggestion you would like to make that you think would improve the 

market, we would like to hear it. We would also like to hear from the businesses in Holmes 

Chapel in order to involve them more closely, especially those who feel they could offer 

some sponsorship to help offset our expenses – the lighting, the stage, the stalls – or for 

example to enable us to afford a brass band to perform for us. Please get in touch by 

email events@hcpartnership.org.uk or ring the Chair, Hazel Sutcliffe on 01477 532171. 

 

mailto:events@hcpartnership.org.uk
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 NEWS 
 

 

HOLMES CHAPEL IN 1968 
 

This is a snapshot of the Age Structure of the population of Holmes Chapel in 1968. 

 

 

If you look up population    

statistics for Holmes Chapel 

now ie 50 years later, you can 

find the following statement:   

 

The population of Holmes 

Chapel as a whole, is older 

than the national average. 

The population of Holmes 

Chapel is also older than the 

average, making Holmes 

Chapel an older person’s      

location. 

 

 
 

 

The following information concerns the Dane Valley Ward which is wider than just 

Holmes Chapel itself and the statistics are expressed in different terms but it still gives a 

basis for comparison. 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

Statistics for Cheshire East as a whole reveal the following (age range range is given as a 

percentage of the population) 

 

0-4 years 5.5% 

30-44 years 19.5% 

65-75 years 10.3% 

 

Interestingly, in comparison to 1968 there are now two additional age categories: 75 - 84 

(6.4%) and 85 and over (2.6%) 

 

So from having a preponderance of under fives in 1968 we now have three times as 

many oldies as babies and toddlers. Is it just because we are living longer  and having 

fewer children or perhaps the parents responsible for this baby boom liked living in 

Holmes Chapel so much they just stayed here. I like to think so! 

 

 Population (2015 Mid Year Estimates) 

Ward Name Total 0-15 % of Total 16-64 % of Total 65+ % of Total 

Dane Valley 
9,268 1512 16.3 5090 54.9 2666 28.8 
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PROJECT UPDATE - SOUTH CHESHIRE MARKET TOWNS TRAIL 
 

The maps are more or less ready and the next task is to fix the way markers on the route. 

There is a very helpful explanation of the route on the map itself but in order to make the 

walk navigable for less experienced map readers and walkers, the way markers will    

provide reassurance that they are “on track”. 

Congleton Partnership are organising an official launch on April 9th 2020 which will take 

the form of a walk along the route from Astbury Mere to Congleton Park. This date 

seems a long way off but there are a lot of way markers to put up (especially round the 

Congleton section) and a small section of the walk will not be accessible until the end of 

February because of the construction of the new Congleton Link Road. By then we 

hope the floods will have receded too and that the going will be less muddy! 

 

We would like to have a Holmes Chapel launch as well, of course. If you have a bright 

idea and would like to get involved in organising something, please get in touch via the 

Partnership website or projects@hcpartnership.org.uk. 

 NEWS 
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BRIDGE THE GAP AT HERMITAGE 
 

Every chair around every coffee table was filled for this month’s 

‘Bridge the Gap’, it must have been the appeal of the Infant’s       

Nativity which had drawn the largest numbers of the year.   This was 

not just a Nativity, it was ‘Strictly Nativity’ complete with judges and 

dances.  The children thrilled their audience as they sang and 

danced with great enthusiasm as they told the Christmas story.       

Inevitably tears were brought to many of the audience’s eyes with 

the finale of Away in the Manger. 

 

Mrs Ross, the staff and children offer an invitation to ‘bridge the gap’ on the second 

Wednesday of every month to enjoy chatting over refreshments and to become          

involved with an activity with a different year group each month.  During the year those 

attending have experienced a wide range of activities – challenged to puzzles, model 

making, discussed the class topic, entertained with the children’s talents and always, 

the most interesting conversations.  You are invited to try and come along in the New 

Year, when you will be assured of a lovely morning and many smiles to take home with 

you!  

 

Note the next Bridge the Gap – 15 January 2020  (change of week) 

GREASE 
 

 

Relived youth, happy memories and plenty of reminiscing was certainly the order of the 

day when members of our community were invited by the Comprehensive School       

students to a special showing of their production of Grease.  
 

Described as their ‘silver screen’ showing, the 

school had also worked hard to ensure that the 

invitations were thoughtfully allocated.   

 

A volunteer taxi service collected folk without 

transport, those living alone or needing a    

cheering experience were included as were the 

residents of our local nursing homes.  The         

audience thoroughly enjoyed their morning and 

were in awe of the professionalism and talent of 

the actors and musicians and were full of        

appreciation for having received this invitation.   

 

A moving appeal for the retiring collection was made by Jess Williams, a student at the 

school, and her Mum for the brain tumour charity for ‘Team Robster’.  They were         

overwhelmed with the kindness and generosity of the audience and delighted that      

almost £300 was donated. 

 NEWS 
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JOURNEY TO THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 

It was a busy December weekend when over three hundred     

people from our village made the journey to the First Christmas.  

Footprints led the travellers around the back of the Methodist 

Church to the start;  those who had visited the Church before    

were amazed at the transformation to the building as they          

followed a route from Nazareth to Bethlehem being told the story 

of the first Christmas on their way.  
 

Each person on the journey was given a bag to collect reminders 

as the story unfolded – angels, wooden hearts, stars, candy 

canes, journey maps - will help to decorate many Christmas trees 

this year.  

As is often tradition with the Christmas story, 

the travellers expected children to be the   

story tellers but in fact there were many         

familiar faces from our Community in the     

acting roles. 
 

Herod, tried to bribe the travellers whilst the inn 

keepers had to tell the travellers that there 

was ‘No room in the inn’. 
 

The youngest shepherd, Ben, told how he had 

been ‘freaked out’ by the bright star whilst 

one of the wise men had the travellers        

searching for gold to take to the baby Jesus.   
 

Hundreds of stars made by the children from our schools and     

uniformed organisations lit the way to the final scene of the        

stable. 
 

As the travellers were wished a Happy and peaceful Christmas, 

they made their way back to another room in the inn to enjoy   

refreshments and, for the children especially, to inspect more 

closely the contents of their collecting bags. 

   

 

CHARITY GOLF DAY 

 

To be held at Alsager Golf and Country Club on Wednesday 20 May 

2020. 

 

More information with details of contact names etc.  will be made    

available as arrangements are firmed up early in the New Year. 

 
WATCH THIS SPACE....... 

 

 NEWS 
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DANE MEADOW WORK SESSION 

Eaten too much Christmas pud? Come and get back into 

shape and do your bit for our own bit of countryside by helping 

us to rake, clear, move wood chippings or whatever job needs 

doing in the Dane Meadow. 

 

We usually meet on the second Tuesday morning of the month 

but we have brought our January session forward to Tuesday 

7th. We meet at the picnic tables at 10am . 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there! For more details contact 

Hazel Sutcliffe via Holmes Chapel Partnership website or at 

h.p.sutcliffe@gmail.com  

        

COMMEMORATION OF VE DAY 

In 2020 it will be the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe which was declared 

on May 8th 1945 to mark the end of the Second World War in Europe. The 

government has announced that as May 8th falls on a Friday in 2020 this will 

be a Bank Holiday replacing the normal Monday for the early May Bank     

Holiday. This provides a 3 day weekend in which to commemorate this event.    
 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council held a meeting on 17th December 2019 in the Library to   

discuss what the village might do in terms of community events to mark this occasion. 
 

The U3A History group has suggestions for a presentation similar to what they did to mark 

the beginning and end of WW1. They are also proposing to produce a leaflet for a walk 

round Holmes Chapel describing buildings which were involved in the original                  

celebrations. There was also mention of a map showing wider locations (Byley airfield,    

Byley Church for example) that played a role during WW2 
 

A decision was made to establish 3 sub-groups: 

i. Events/Schools/Uniformed Groups – looking at liaison with all the local schools and          

uniformed groups; general events commemorating VE Day; talks to pupils.  

ii. Churches/Formal Commemoration – this will cover more formal aspects of both VE    

& VJ Days including Church Services, Bell Ringing, Proclamations etc. 

iii. History/Research/Promotion – looking at what happened at the first VE Day, historical 

information that can be shared and how the event will be promoted to the village.  
 

These groups will organise their own meetings, take notes and report back into the task 

group whose next meeting: Tuesday 28th January 1.30pm at the Methodist Church. 

If you feel you would like to a part of all this, it is not too late to join in.  

Contact in the first instance:   Tina Cartlidge, Clerk to the Council, Holmes Chapel Parish 

Council, 1 Church Walk, Holmes Chapel CW4 7AZ, Tel: 01477 533934 

email: clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Hours of work: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (all day) and Friday mornings 

The office is open Tuesday to Friday 9am-12pm 

 NEWS 

 

  

mailto:h.p.sutcliffe@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
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DANE VALLEY ENVIRONMENTALLY 

FRIENDLY GROUP UPDATE 

 

In the September issue of this newsletter we told you 

about our new group and its primary aim to reduce the 

use of single use plastic in the Dane Valley area. 
  
Our Facebook group has grown considerably - now with 

over 250 members.  Lots of extremely useful information is 

shared - from hints and tips on how to re-use, recycle and live a more sustainable and 

environmentally friendly life.  It also has interesting articles about initiatives, schemes and          

environmental news nationally and worldwide.   
 

For those of you who don’t use social media you can email us with any questions,          

information, or hints and tips you would like to share.  We are particularly interested in 

hearing from businesses and local organisations in the village who are actively reducing 

their use of single use plastic or would like to get involved with the group.  If you would 

like to know more join our Facebook Group or email us. 

 

danevalleyenvironmentallyfriendlygroup           danevalleyEFG@gmail.com 

 NEWS 
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Santa Sleigh 

Happy New Year to all our readers, I hope you had a great Christmas and are now 

looking forward to what 2020 will bring. As I write this blog we are just 6 days from the 

big day, Santa has almost completed his trips around our area, and we are on track to 

finish the Sleigh Runs on the 21st. Although you may have only seen Santa for a few 

minutes, his appearance outside your house has taken months of planning and             

required the efforts of over 200 volunteers to make it happen.  The weather has been 

both cold and wet, but only what we can expect for an activity that starts on              

December 1st.  So a big thank you from me to all the individuals and organisations that 

have helped to run the sleigh again this year. We shall announce the total amount 

raised towards the end of January, but if you missed the sleigh, and would still like to 

support the groups that run it, you still have an opportunity to make an on-line donation 

through our JustGiving page, which is www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hcsantasleigh 

 

Youth Shelter  

Last year the Partnership looked at the possibility of providing Shelters for the Youth in 

our village to meet in and generally hang out. The idea has progressed, in that the 

Holmes Chapel Youth Council completed a survey for the Partnership which has given 

us invaluable feedback on what the younger members of our village would like to see. 

We now need to see how we can make this happen through discussions with Cheshire 

East Council and the Holmes Chapel Parish Council. 

 

Allotments 

The search for land suitable to be used as allotments continues, I had initially hoped 

that someone might come forward, but we will now start to proactively speak to land 

owners in the area to see if there is an interest. So look out for further information on this 

in future Newsletters. 

 

New Projects for 2020 and beyond 

At our first Partnership Exec meeting on 29th January 2020, we will be looking at what 

projects we might take forward and support into the 2020’s, so if you have any ideas 

about  something we might want us to consider for the village, then please share them 

with me our one of the Exec. 

 

Peter Whiers  

Project Officer, Holmes Chapel Partnership 

projects@hcpartnership.org.uk,  07973 622363  

 

PARTNERSHIP PROJECT OFFICER BLOG  

January 2020 

Would You like an Allotment? 
 

If you would you like to rent an allotment please let me know. The 

Partnership is currently looking for suitable land in and around Holmes 

Chapel, that could be converted into allotments. Equally, if you have 

land that might be suitable for this use please contact me                 

by e-mail or mobile details above. 

http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hcsantasleigh
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 WHAT’S ON 

  

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, HOLMES GIFTS & INTERIORS & LEISURE CENTRE 
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 WHAT’S ON 

Only 61 came to see December 

film Judy on 5 December.  This was 

a bit disappointing, however the 

next film is The Good Liar starring 

Helen Mirren and Ian McKellen on 

16 January at 8pm at the          

community centre. Tickets are £5 

from the Community Centre or 

Holmes Gifts & Interiors on Church 

Walk .  

Hope to see you there and a     

Happy New Year to all from the 

committee.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

  

WHERE CAN I GO TODAY? 
Remember to look for suggestions on the Partnership notice board which is attached to 

the outside library wall. 

JANUARY 2020 

Tues 7 10 – 11am Friends of Dane 
Meadow 

Work Session Picnic Tables, Dane 
Meadow 

Wed 8 7.30 -9.30pm Dane Valley Arts Thomas Moran: The Turner of the 
American West 

HCCS Theatre 

Sat 11 8:00pm Holmes Chapel Music 
Society 

Concert: Martin Roscoe and Jennifer 
Pike 

Leisure Centre – 
Small Hall 

Wed 
15 

10 – 11.30am Bridge the Gap Coffee Morning with the children Hermitage School 

 Wed 
15 

10am -12 Methodist Church Memory Café Methodist Church 

Thurs 
16  

8.00pm Community Cinema Film: The Big Liar HC Community      
Centre 

Sat 25  2.00pm Youth Cinema Film: Frozen 2 HC Community     
Centre 

Wed 
29 

     10am -12 Methodist Church Memory Café – trip out TBA Methodist Church 


