
 
Minutes of the Holmes Chapel Partnership Committee Meeting  

 
held on Monday, 15th February 2021 

 
7.30 by Zoom 

 
 
 

1. Present:  Hazel Sutcliffe, Liz Alcock, Sarah Archibald, Anita Armitt, Dorothy Davidson, Richard Garton, Pat 
Macmaster, Rab Parry, Karoline Peach, Adam Sproston and Peter Whiers  

     
  
2.        Previous Minutes/Matters Arising 
   

¨ The meeting with Suzie Akers-Smith took place on 9th February 
¨ The Cheshire East local Travel plan survey deadline has been extended to 31st March 
¨ Santa’s Sleigh, Allotments and Poster Competition will be discussed later  

 
The January minutes were approved. 
 
  
  
3. Safe Walking Routes to School (SWRTS) 
 
SWRTS Joint Working Party 
The spreadsheet,with recommendations for improvements in Holmes Chapel was approved by the VI Committee 
and has been forwarded to Cheshire East by the Parish Council with a request for a response by the end of March 
 
There was an acknowledgement from the LTP group and from portfolio holder Cllr Crane who recommended we 
liaise with the schools on the Modus Star programme.. Mrs Gresty at HCPS has given permission for Karoline to 
complete the form for her.   Liz will talk to Mrs Ross about this arrangement after half-term. Sophie Lavin has 
contacted HCCS. 
 
 
Peter and Hazel had a meeting with Sophie Lavin and Julie Mason (Clerk) of Cranage Parish Council and Suzie 
Akers-Smith following the LTP drawn up by Suzie for Cranage. More co-operation between Cranage and Holmes 
Chapel was agreed to be a good way forward to improve pedestrian and cycle connectivity. A new pedestrian/cycle 
River Dane Bridge would be the ideal but more immediately attainable is to improve the existing footpaths by 
pushing back the overgrown edges. Cranage is paying for this to be done. A possibility for a walking route to 
schools would be the footpath past the Archimedes Screw through to Moreton Drive. from the Needham Dive part 
of Cranage. 
It is still hoped that, by the end of March Cheshire East will have dealt with, at least, some of our requests eg road 
signage and white  
 
Poster Competition  
The  entries received have been put on the website for the committee to view.    Peter will send Karoline one to put 
on Facebook to encourage more entries. After 22nd February (closing date) we will review an decide which should 
be on the intended banner. 
  
Local Travel Plan Cheshire East Survey 
Karoline will post, on Facebook, that it is also possible to submit views in an email rather than completing the 
onerous online consultation.   As mentioned above the new deadline is 31st March. 
 
A54/A50 Junction 
Parish Council has still received no clear indications about the plans for this junction. 
  
4. Manor Lane  
 
 Adam has had conversations with Cheshire East regarding the street lighting and the issues with the Roundabouts 
at either end of Manor Lane.   Fiona Bruce is still involved 
 
5. Finance 
Richard had already sent out his report.     
 
 



6. Updates from Committee Members  
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
Dorothy and Anita attended the training last month as well as members of the Parish Council.   Although they have 
the certificates it was decided by all parties that, in the meantime, they would not take it any further.    Hazel 
thanked them both for attending. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness 
Dorothy has sent Hazel a list, with photographs, of some of the things our Community has been doing throughout 
lockdown.    This will be sent to Connected Communities as requested.    Sue MacKay has also sent them details 
from the Parish Council 
 
Parish Council 
Rab advised that the Council were looking into the Environment Aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Leisure 
Centre Joint Use agreement, Highway Matters and Planning Applications.  
Anita confirmed that the Newsletter is forwarded to all Parish Councillors. 
 
Allotments 
Peter, in his report, noted that he will ask the Parish Council to take on the subject of Allotments.    It is clear that 
there is more than adequate demand and it should be on the Council’s “Wish List” 
 
Towns Partnership Forum 
Hazel and Peter went to the meeting on 25th January.    Sandbach Partnership will now be led by Keeley Todd.    
Holmes Chapel Partnership proposes to welcome her to the role and offer assistance if required. 
Julie Walker advised that the Grant Funding System will be changed to involve a crowd funding element.   This is 
due to happen in February 2021 but, as yet, there is no formal confirmation of the shape this will take.     
 
Bridge the Gap 
Sarah Archibald will meet Hazel and Peter in the near future to discuss their future. 
 
 
7. Future Plans 
 
Discussions took place about what events could take place in the future months:- 
Launch a Tallest Sunflower competition in April.   Peter has sufficient pots which will be made available for 
committee members to plant up and then the seedlings can be offered to residents to grow on and record the 
height. 
 

¨ Open Garden Safari? 
¨ Village Get Together, perhaps the Queen’s 95th?? 
¨ Platinum Jubilee ?? 
¨ Christmas Market 

 
8. Communications 
 
Newsletter – Items by 23rd February please 
 
Santa’s Sleigh – The playgroup have bought a mirror with the donation they received.   Karoline will do a Press 
Release and will include any other information Peter may have to hand from the other beneficiaries. 
 
Knutsford Guardian -   Karoline will put an article together including details of a press release from UNICEF which 
has now been circulated to Broadcast. 
 
 
10. Any Other Business 
 
Anita enquired about Jill’s bench – paint issue still unresolved but email trail has been sent to Hazel and Sue 
Mckay 
 
Dates of next meetings:-   7.30 by Zoom on the following Mondays:- 
  
15th March 
19th April 
17th May 
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Appendix 2 
 

Project Officer’s Report – February 2021 
1.0 Activities over the last month 
1.1 Holmes Chapel Coronavirus Response Volunteer Scheme 
At the time of writing this report our recruitment total is still 118 volunteers that were signed-up using the form 
on our website. We have not had any additional volunteers over the last 4 months. I discussed the current status 
of thevolunteer scheme last week with the Parish Council and they confirmed that they were still providing 
support, but demand had dropped off quite considerably. We agreed that we would continue to provide the sign-
up option on our website. 
1.2 The Partnership Website Activity 
Since our last exec meeting, I have updated our Partnership home page with the latest version of the Partnership 
Newsletter and have also added the SWRTS Colouring competition graphic. Clicking on the competition graphic 
takes the user to a new competition page which explains the competition, makes people aware of the prizes, and 
allows people to download a pdf that can be coloured in. Entrants are then required to e-mail the poster to 
swrts@hcpartnership.org.uk. At the time of writing this report we have received 10 entries. The revised closing 
date is the 22nd February 2021. 
During the last few weeks Cheshire East Council have also extended the closing date for the Public Consultation 
on Local Transport, which is now the 31st March 2021, so I have revised this date on our website. 
1.3 Towns Partnerships Forum 
Hazel and I attended the Town Partnerships Forum Zoom meeting on the 25th January 2021, which turned out to 
be Dot Flint’s last meeting as she was about to stand down as Chair of the Sandbach Partnership. Sue Brereton 
the Sandbach Partnership officer was also retiring. There was an interesting discussion about funding where 
Sandbach stated that they had not received funding from Sandbach Town Council for 2020. Sandbach Partnership 
stated that Keeley Todd would be their new chairman. However, Sue Brereton stated that she thought the 
Sandbach Town Council will fund the Sandbach Partnership in the future. The new Sandbach Partnership 
Chairman will be Keeley Todd 
Congleton Partnership stated that they would receive over £30k of funding from Congleton Town Council for 
2021-2 and mentioned that their Project and Administration Officer Mike Smith was paid by the Town Council. 
Mike is also accommodated within Congleton Town Councils offices. 
Alsager stated that their funding from Alsager Town Council had stopped and they would no longer be able to 
maintain a physical office presence in Alsager. 
It was unanimously agreed that Glen Williams the Chairman of the Congleton Partnership take over the Chairman 
role 



of the Town Partnerships Forum in the Interim until a formal nomination process can be organised. Since the last 
Forum meeting, I have been contacted by John Poulson of Alsager Partnership, who enquired about our use of 
MailChimp. Following his initial enquiry, I held a zoom meeting with John and Arthur Harding (Chairman) to 
enable me to demonstrate how I use MailChimp for our Newsletter distribution and Covid-19 volunteer sign-ups. 
Alsager have been supportive of our Partnership in the past, and I do believe that we should look to share ideas as 
we move forward. 
As an example, Alsager are using Zoom meeting within their Dementia group which might be something that we 
could 
do also. 
1.4 Meeting with Cranage Parish Council 
On the 9th February 2021 Hazel and I had a zoom meeting with Cllr Suzie-Akers Smith (Cheshire East), Julie Mason 
(Cranage Parish Council Clerk) and Cllr Sophie Lavin (Cranage Parish Council). We outlined the work that the 
SWRTS Holmes Chapel Parish Council had been doing. Later that day the Holmes Chapel Parish Council sent a 
letter to Cheshire East which contained the schedule of safety issues identified and the proposed solutions that 
had been agreed by thesubgroup. I forwarded a copy of this letter to Suzie who asked me to send it to the Local 
Transport Plan Team. Later that day I received an e-mail confirming receipt of my e-mail which also stated, “In 
addition to a formal response from Cheshire East Council,  I will also arrange for this to be analysed as part of the 
Middlewich area Local Transport Delivery 
Plan.” 
During our meeting, Cranage Parish Council explained that they were proactively looking at a creating a safe 
walkingroute to school from Cranage, with pavement improvements/clearance, but were conscious that anything 
they didwould only go as far at the River Dane as this was the parish boundary. It also transpired that they had 
not yet haddiscussions with Holmes Chapel Parish Council.There was also some discussion of the building of a 
bridge across the River Dane which would link up with the bridlepath in Dane Meadow. 
During the meeting Julie Mason mentioned the fact that the Cranage Parish Council had recently received CIL 
moneyof around £6,000 which was related to the build of 3 new houses in the Cranage Parish. 
1.5 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
Following our meeting I investigated CIL’s, to understand what they were, and look to see if Holmes Chapel might 
benefit from CIL funding. Cheshire East have produced a 72-page document that explains the purpose of CIL’s and 
alsospecifies the charging schedule. An extract from this document states “The Community Infrastructure Levy 
is aplanning charge used as a tool for Local Authorities, in England and Wales, to help deliver infrastructure 
tosupport development in their area. It was introduced under the Planning Act 2008 (as amended by the 
LocalismAct 2011) and came into force under the 2010 Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations ("CIL 
Regs") (andsubsequent amendments).” 
The CIL charging zones for Holmes Chapel are shown in the map below, for some reason the CIL rate for new 
houses built within the Holmes Chapel Parish Boundary is zero. However, it is noted that the Bluebell Green 
estatebuilt by Bloor Homes attracts funding of £71/sqm which will be paid to Brereton Parish Council. This 
could be asource of funding for a walking/cycle path from this estate to the centre of Holmes Chapel. I noted 
that the regulations would allow the CIL monies to be spent on infrastructure outside of the Parish that 

attracts the funding.  
 
 



1.6 Allotments 
Last month I reported that I believe that we now need the Holmes Chapel Parish Council to adopt the 
establishmentof allotments as a project that they will pursue as this responsibility falls on them. To assist in this 
regard, I would liketo offer the Partnership support in establishing a Holmes Chapel Gardeners Association, largely 
following the Alsagermodel. 
1.7 Support for Holmes Chapel Businesses – Virtual Christmas Market 
Last month I provided the feedback that I had received from the businesses that had used our Virtual Christmas 
Market,which I summarised by stating that, I think our local businesses would value a dedicated website for 
Holmes Chapel businesses. But they are also looking for ongoing and regular promotion of their businesses and 
the website. I believe we need to discuss this matter with the Holmes Chapel Parish Council. 
1.8 Santa Sleigh Run 
After our last Exec meeting, I contacted the seven organisations that were to receive a distribution of the monies 
received via our JustGiving page. We had some lovely comments back which we will reproduce in our next 
Newsletter. After the organisations had been notified, and some paid, be received an additional donation of £50 
to our JustGiving page on the 30th January, our JustGiving page closed on the 31st January 2021. Having 
discussed this with the Treasurer, we decided to ringfence this money for the 2021 Santa Sleigh collection fund. 
The following payments have now been made, H/C Scouts £200, H/C Guides £200, Goostrey Scouts £200, Dane 
Sound Community Radio £100, H/C Pre School £100, Brereton Scouts £100 and VESU £100. 


